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Sermons and Commentary on Genesis 
 
 
Introduction: 
 

There is a difference between performance and ministry. As this current work is 
being written in the Spring of 2012 most of America’s pastors seem to be actively 
engaged in bring the light Of God’s Word to as many people as possible. Most of these 
folks are volunteers. Their efforts are to be encouraged and applauded. 

 
Other groups of various pastors and preachers around the USA are spouting forth 

all manner of falsehoods concerning the Bible. The main point of these rants seems to be 
to incite hatred, support various political opinions and generally misuse the Scriptures. 
The purpose of this little book is to provide modern day readers with a useful resource. 
The book of Genesis shows us an amazing, loving and altogether righteous and holy God. 
The one true and living God is far removed from the modern day version which is 
presented by some of today’s preachers. This commentary is intended to introduce the 
new reader to the God of the Bible and to remind the experienced reader of the love, 
grace, mercy and perfect judgment that proceed from the Lord. 

 
There are some very good commentaries on Genesis. The main points covered by 

the great theologians of the past are synthesized and covered in this commentary. It is 
hoped that you, dear reader, will gain a good understanding of the contents and meaning 
of Genesis, and that you will be able to apply the information to your own life. For 
purposes of brevity and clarity, footnotes are not included in this commentary. It would 
require approximately 400 footnotes to reference all the sources. There is a bibliography 
at the end for readers who wish to conduct further research. 
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Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 

God divinely creates good, joy and freedom. Human beings create by using 
materials which exist and by using skills which have been granted to us. Our acts of 
creation are restricted by our lack of divinity. When we do create we do it with one of 
two basic motivations. Either we create in imitation of God and do things which produce 
joy or we create in imitation of Satan and produce pain and anger. Added to this 
challenge is the fact that it is our very nature to pervert the things which God creates.  

 
We encounter three barriers in our study of Genesis. These are; Noah’s flood, the 

fall of Adam and Eve, and the six days of creation. The biblical account of six literal days 
of creation presents twin challenges. First, no human being saw it happen and there is 
therefore no direct historical human witness. Second, there is no compelling evidence 
against there being six literal days of creation. Most modern attempts to deny the biblical 
claim of six days of creation can be traced back to the 19th Century AD. This is roughly 
the time period during which modern science was used by non-Christians to put 
naturalism and evolution in God’s place. The descendants of these theories have been, 
and continue to be, taught in public schools as though they are proven fact. What is 
important to realize is that naturalism and evolution are unproven theories. They are 
merely guesses, not facts. We will return to the topic of evolution and adaptation later, 
but for now the important point is that adaptation is a provable fact, whereas evolution of 
one species into a different species is an unproven theory. 

 
Genesis presents God as the author and source of creation. Why do some people 

attack the creation account? Because it is the foundation of the Bible. If it could be shown 
that the creation account in Genesis is false, the entire Bible would crumble.  
 
 The first section of Genesis can be taken as 1:1-31 or as 1:1-2:3. The difference in 
these two approaches is that 1:1-31 includes the six days of creation, whereas 2:1-3 
includes the seventh day, the day of rest.  
 
Genesis 1:1-2 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was 
formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 
 
The statement is clear. God created the heavens and the earth. As we will soon 

see, the Scriptures make no attempt to provide a scientific explanation of the processes of 
creation. It is obvious from the outset that Genesis is not intended to be a technical 
manual for how to create. Neither is it intended to be detailed history. Rather it is a 
summary of actual historical events. God created the heavens and the earth. 

 
The earth was void. Why? Here is an interesting point of debate among biblical 

analysts, preachers and theologians. If God created the heavens and the earth, why would 
it have been formless and void? Hadn’t He just created it? It must have had some shape, 
especially since there were waters on the face of the earth. 
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There are many guesses as to the meaning of the first part of verse 2. These 

theories come under two major categories. The first category is of those who believe the 
verse to mean that the earth was shaped as a slightly out-of-round sphere and that it was 
entirely covered with water. In this interpretation view the words ‘formless and void’ are 
taken to mean that because the entire earth was covered with water, there were no 
recognizable landforms or shapes. Everything was in motion because the waters covered 
the surface. 

 
The other major category of interpretation concerns the Gap Theory and its 

assorted related theories. This is the concept that there was a gap in time between verses 
1:1 and 1:2. The length of this proposed gap varies according to the particular view one 
holds. It was during this time that Satan staged his rebellion against God. This rebellion is 
referenced in other passages in the Bible, including Ezekiel 28 and Luke 10:18.   

 
Proponents of Gap Theory say that God created the earth, which was then 

damaged during the fight in such a way that it ended up being fully covered with water. If 
Gap Theory is true, the earth could be very much older than some believe. 

 
It is clear that neither type of interpretation alters the point of the passage. God 

created the heavens and the earth and His Spirit was moving over the surface of the 
waters. The idea of God as Creator is clearly stated in the Bible many times over but 
perhaps the clearest challenge to our all-too-human search for another explanation comes 
in Job 38:4 

 
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said,  
2 “Who is this that darkens counsel  
By words without knowledge?  
3 “Now gird up your loins like a man,  
And I will ask you, and you instruct Me!  
4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  
Tell Me, if you have understanding,  
5 Who set its measurements? Since you know.  
Or who stretched the line on it?  
6 “On what were its bases sunk?  
Or who laid its cornerstone,  
7 When the morning stars sang together  
And all the sons of God shouted for joy? Job 38:1-7 
 
God spoke creation into existence. Here is the divergence between human 

understanding of science and the biblical claims. The Scientific Method requires 
observation and experimentation. Events must be replicated through experiments. Notes 
are taken. A hypothesis is developed. Further experiments are done in order to test the 
hypothesis. Because the creation of the world was a unique event, and because it was 
accomplished by God speaking, there is no way for human beings to replicate or repeat 
this method of creating. Thus, the Scientific Method cannot be used to either prove or 
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disprove the biblical account of creation. Genesis was not written as a science manual but 
as a revelation of God’s character and love for His creation. As the biblical text proceeds 
through Genesis the focus moves to God’s love for, and involvement in, the lives of 
human beings. 

 
Verses 1 and 2 contain interesting clues about God Himself. The Hebrew verb 

translated as ‘created’ [1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.] is the 
verb bara. This verb is only used in the Bible to describe the activity of God. Human 
beings are shown to make (asa), form (yasar) or build (bana). In the Hebrew text, only 
God creates (bara). The point is clear. Human beings use materials from the world 
around them to make, build, combine and otherwise put things together. God is not 
limited by what is already available. He is Lord over all creation and is deserving of our 
complete allegiance. 
 

The first part of verse 2 presents a formless and void earth. 2a The earth 
was formless and void. If there is a gap in time between verses 1 and 2, this is when 
Satan’s rebellion is likely to have happened.  
 

14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers, and I placed you there.  
You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the 
stones of fire. 15 “You were blameless in your ways from the day you were 
created until unrighteousness was found in you. 16 “By the abundance of 
your trade you were internally filled with violence, and you sinned; 
therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God.  
Ezekiel 28:14-16a 
 
7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with 
the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and they were not 
strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. 
9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called 
the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down 
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. Rev 14:7-9 

 
Passages which describe Satan’s downfall could lead one to posit that the chaos 

(formlessness and void) shown in verse 2a came about as a result of Satan’s rebellion 
against the Lord. It is entirely possible that the reason for the formlessness was that God 
had brought judgment upon the rebellious angel and his co-conspirators.  The reference in 
Rev. 14:7-9 (see quote above) does not mention whether the earth was covered with 
water at the time of Satan’s rebellion. 

 
Whatever the cause of the void, Genesis is not interested in providing a detailed 

pre-history of the earth. The second half of verse 2 has God hovering (mayim) over the 
waters. Mayim means to ‘flutter fly’ and is used elsewhere in Scripture to describe the 
action of an eagle hovering over the nest protecting its babies. Earth is God’s creation and 
He loves it.  
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 2band darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God was moving [mayim] over the surface of the waters. Gen 1:2b 

 
 
Gen 1:3-5  

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 God saw that 
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, one day. 
 
Verse 1:3-31 give a summary of the Lord creating the world and everything in it. 

Several theological points are made clear. God spoke light into existence. He did not 
require the use of existing materials. He did not receive permission or authorization from 
some other god.  
 
 
Gen 1:6-7  

6 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 God made the expanse, and 
separated the waters which were below the expanse from the waters which 
were above the expanse; and it was so. 

 
 Verses 6 and 7 answer the question of whether aquatic gods are responsible for 
the oceans and rivers. Many ancient religions, indeed even some modern religions, teach 
that the oceans and rivers are controlled by the whims of various gods. Verses 6 and 7 put 
this false idea firmly into the trash can to which it belongs.  
 
Gen 1:8 3  

8 God called the expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, a second day. 

  
 The expanse referred to here is the air space above the earth. Dry land had not yet 
appeared thus there was water all over the earth and there was air above the earth.  
 
Gen 1:9-10 

9 Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one 
place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so. 10 God called the dry 
land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw 
that it was good. 

 The seas have receded and the earth is no longer formless and void. 

Gen 1:11-13 
 11 Then God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, 
and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind with seed in 
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them”; and it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants 
yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed in them, 
after their kind; and God saw that it was good. 13 There was evening and 
there was morning, a third day. 
 
Now we come to another interesting question. Did God create every type of  

subspecies of every plant on this day of creation? Or did He create all the different 
species of plants and leave room for adaptation of subspecies within each species? The 
question is generated by the phrase “after their kind”. We shall return to this question 
when we come to verses 1:20-27. 
 
Gen 1:14-19 

 
 14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons 
and for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 16 God made the two 
great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to 
govern the night; He made the stars also. 17 God placed them in the 
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and to govern the day 
and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw 
that it was good. 19 There was evening and there was morning, a fourth 
day. 
 
This is an attack on the false religions which worship the moon, the sun and the 

stars. This type of religion seems to have been very common in the ancient world. These 
verses give God’s people a definitive statement with which to refute the idea that people 
should worship stars and planets. The idea that we should not worship the sun, the moon 
or the stars is expanded upon and further clarified in both the New and Old Testaments. 
One example is found in Deuteronomy 4:19. 
 

And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon and the stars 
—all the heavenly array—do not be enticed into bowing down to them and 
worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned to all the nations 
under heaven. 
Deut 4:19 
 
There is absolutely no benefit to worshipping created objects. Worship should be 

reserved for God and only for God.  
 
Gen 1:20-21 

20 Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens.” 21 
God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, 
with which the waters swarmed after their kind and every winged bird 
after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 
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“After their kind” may refer to adaptation within species. For example, there is 

one species of human being, yet there are many differences between individual people 
and even between races. Human beings can be classified into one of three main races. 
These are Caucasian, Negroid and Asiatic. Because all three races are clearly of the same 
species (homo sapiens), it is logical to conclude that adaptation within a species does 
occur. 

 
One of the great debates of the 19th, 20th and now the 21st Century is the argument 

over the theory of evolution. Proponents of evolutionary theory say that human beings, 
and all other life forms, evolved from some unknown organism which came into 
existence in the distant past. Explanations for the origin of this organism vary, as do 
evolutionists’ ideas about the origins of the earth. In brief, the theory of evolution says 
that some animals literally change into other species over time. The capstone of 
evolutionary theory is the belief that human beings are literally descended from apes. 
This belief is primarily generated by the similarities between hominid and simian fossils 
and the bones of homo sapiens (us).  

 
Opponents of evolution say that the main purpose of the evolutionists is to deny 

the veracity of the Scriptures. This argument is valid because most all evolutionists are 
also atheists, although it is not clear if the acceptance of atheism occurred prior to a belief 
in evolution. To be sure, there are some few who believe in God and also believe in 
evolution, but they are clearly not in the majority amongst their fellow evolutionists.  

 
Sometimes in Christian circles one encounters a Christian who believes that God 

created man through the process of evolution. However according to the Bible this is 
faulty thinking. The point is made clear in 1 Corinthians 15:39 and the surrounding 
context.  
 

Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have 
another, birds another and fish another.1 Cor. 15:39. 
 
 There is a major difference between accepting evolutionary theory as being fact 

and accepting the idea that adaptation does occur. Evolution requires one to deny the 
biblical text. Adaptation leaves room to accept the biblical text and to also accept that 
changes do happen within species. The Christian believes that each species of animal is 
unique and that human beings were created to be above the animals as is stated in 
Genesis. The atheistic evolutionist believes that there is no God and that life came about 
as a result of some theoretical event in pre-history. The Christian evolutionist (generally 
proceeding from an inaccurate understanding of the Bible) tries to reconcile the first two 
viewpoints. 
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Gen 1:22-27 

22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters 
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 There was evening and 
there was morning, a fifth day. 24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth after their kind”; and it was so. 25 God made the beasts 
of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything 
that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 26 
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in 
the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 

Man was created in the image of God. As we will see in the second chapter of 
Genesis, this does not mean that man possesses every attribute of God. Humans received 
some, but not all, of God’s attributes. We are reflections of our Creator in some ways. 
Three of the specific attributes which we share with the Lord are; the capacity for 
rationale thought, the ability to love and the ability to discern between right and wrong. 
Unlike the animals we can sing, use language and worship the Lord. It is this last ability 
which truly sets people apart from the animals.  

Gen 1:28-31 
28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 
Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding 
seed; it shall be food for you; 30 and to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has 
life, I have given every green plant for food”; and it was so. 31 God saw all 
that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
Human beings were (and are) responsible for ruling over the earth including all  

the lifeforms which God created. The authority to rule comes with the responsibility to 
rule correctly. We are caretakers of a world which was not created by us.  
 
Gen 2:1-3 
 

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. 2 By 
the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He 
rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then 
God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from 
all His work which God had created and made. 
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God rested because He was done, not because He was tired. The Lord instituted the 
Sabbath day as an ongoing reminder of His loving presence. Later in the Bible, when the 
Ten Commandments are handed down from God to Moses, the sabbath is codified into 
law. Even today Christian tradition and practice is to hold worship services on the 
Sabbath day of each week. 
  

8 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD 
your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your 
daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your 
sojourner who stays with you. 11 For in six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the 
seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it 
holy. Exodus 20:8-11 
 

Summary  
 
 God spoke and created the universe and everything in it in six days. He 
transformed the darkness and chaos into a perfect environment for people and animals. 
He created man to be the caretaker and to enjoy the abundant fullness. God blessed and 
sanctified the seventh day thus declaring the completion of His creation. 
 
Applications 
 

God is sovereign over all creation. Worship nothing other than God because no 
one and nothing else is worthy of worship. 

 
 God is the Redeemer. He changes darkness into light. He leads us out of the  

darkened chaos of our lives and into His holiness. 
 

Adaptation and the Bible can be reconciled. Evolution and the Bible cannot be  
reconciled. 

  
Notes 
 
The Bible text includes many praises to God for His establishment of the world and the 
heavens; 

 1 O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the earth, Who have 
displayed Your splendor above the heavens! 2 From the mouth of infants and 
nursing babes You have established strength Because of Your adversaries, To 
make the enemy and the revengeful cease. 3 When I consider Your heavens, the 
work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained; 4 What 
is man that You take thought of him, And the son of man that You care for him? 
Psalm 8:1-4. 
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1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God;  
And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. Psalm 19:1  

 
20 For since the creation of the world His [God’s] invisible attributes, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what 
has been made, so that they [human beings] are without excuse. Romans 1:19-20 
 
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible Hebrews 11:3 

 
11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and 
power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were 
created.” Rev 4:11 

18 For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed 
the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place, but 
formed it to be inhabited), “I am the LORD, and there is none else.  
19 “I have not spoken in secret, In some dark land; I did not say to the offspring of 
Jacob, ‘Seek Me in a waste place’; I, the LORD, speak righteousness,  
Declaring things that are upright. Isaiah 45:18-19 
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Genesis 2:4-25 
 
 
The overarching theme of Chapter 2 is to show the reader what God invested in 

human beings. God created mankind to be a reflection of Himself. He gave the man a 
perfect world and a companion to help him in the service of the Lord. 
 
Introduction 
 
 The Bible is unique among all the writings of the world. From the times of the 
very first written languages up until today, consider these aspects of the Bible. Only the 
Bible presents the history of the creation of man and woman by a loving God. Only the 
Bible shows that men and women are equally valuable to God. Only the Bible shows a 
God with this much love and care for people. Only the Bible calls out to us with the 
message of the perfection of God, the sinfulness of humans and how we may be 
reconciled and have our sins washed away and join the Lord in paradise for all time. 

As we saw in Chapter 1, the distance from obedience to sin is not very far. It is 
the length of just one step. With one slip of the mind we can turn our thoughts from good 
to evil, from right to wrong, from God to Satan. Before we make that choice let’s think 
about what God invested in us. 

Genesis 2:4-6 

 4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 
in the day that the LORD God made earth and heaven. 5 Now no shrub of 
the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for 
the LORD God had not sent rain upon the earth, and there was no man to 
cultivate the ground. 6 But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the 
whole surface of the ground. 

 Genesis 2 spends the first six verses recapping events presented in Chapter 1. This 
is a key feature of the Bible. Especially important events, commandments and concepts 
are presented more than once. Here we see that God prepared the earth for life. 
Everything is ready but the plants have not yet begun to grow. Why not? Tahere was no 
man to tend to the plants at this time.  

 It may be tempting to suppose that 2:5 is in conflict with 1:11-13. However the 
two sections have different purposes. 1:11-13 shows the place of the plants in the order of 
creation. 2:5 tells us that the conditions were right for the plants to grow but that the 
growth had not begun. It would be easy to read this verse and supply one’s own 
interpretation based upon modern English language grammar. It is necessary to study the 
Hebrew text to fully grasp the meaning of the verse. Verse 2:5 is telling of a time 
between the beginning and the end of the third day of creation. The absence of man 
(Adam has not yet been created) is noted as a means of showing that the plants needed a 
caretaker. 
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Genesis 2:7-9 

 7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 8 The 
LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He 
placed the man whom He had formed. 9 Out of the ground the LORD God 
caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; 
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.  

 Again there is a repetition of the report found in Genesis 1. The emphasis here is 
on the way in which God brought life to Adam. The Lord breathed life into his man. The 
Bible does not show God doing this for any other living being. The creation of Adam 
directly from the dust of the earth is a unique event which shows his special place among 
God’s creatures. 

God created man to be a reflection of Himself. In what ways are we reflections of 
God? One attribute we share with our Creator is our ability to name. God named the 
heavens, the earth, the stars and the man. Adam imitated God by naming the animals and 
by naming Eve (Gen 3). Isaiah wrote about the significance of God’s naming of the stars; 
Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars, The One who leads forth 
their host by number, He calls them all by name; Because of the greatness of His might 
and the strength of His power, Not one of them is missing- Isaiah 40:26. The power of 
giving names is seen again and again throughout the Scriptures. Every name you see in 
Scripture has a meaning. 

In addition to the power of speech, which animals do not possess, we also share 
God’s attributes of rational thought and the ability to make decisions. We have the 
capacity to give and receive love. There are many ways in which we reflect the 
characteristics of the Lord. For further study see Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem. 
This massive tome discusses divine and human abilities at length. 

Genesis 2:10-14 

 10 Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; and from there it 
divided and became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it flows 
around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 The gold of that 
land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone are there. 13 The name of the 
second river is Gihon; it flows around the whole land of Cush. 14 The 
name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And the fourth 
river is the Euphrates.  

 This information would have been important for the ancient Israelites. It helped 
them place the approximate location of Eden within their local geographical context. The 
presence of four rivers indicates the abundant provision of God for life in the region. 
Today’s maps show no such combination of rivers. There may be any number of reasons 
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as to why the geography changed. One possible explanation is that the flood (Noah’s 
flood) changed the topography of the earth. 

Genesis 2:15-17 

 15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the Garden of Eden 
to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, 
“From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat from it you will surely die.”  

The commandment could not have been more clear. Do not eat from this tree.  

Genesis 2:18-25 

 18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” 19 Out of the 
ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every 
bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would 
call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was 
its name. 20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds 
of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was 
not found a helper suitable for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of 
his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The LORD God 
fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, 
and brought her to the man. 23 The man said,  

 “This is now bone of my bones,  
And flesh of my flesh;  
She shall be called Woman,  
Because she was taken out of Man.”  

 24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and 
be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the 
man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.  

While Adam is naming the animals he realizes that he is alone. There is no 
corresponding mate for him. God then creates woman in such a way as to make clear His 
intentions for male-female relationships. She is not created directly from the dust, as was 
Adam. She is created from Adam’s rib. Adam’s song of joy in verse 23 illustrates his 
supreme happiness at the gift the Lord has given.  

 
These verses show us God’s perfect design for marriage. While not everyone is called 

to be married, those who are married must understand God’s plan for marriage. One man 
and one woman, married to each other, faithful to each other, serving God together. No 
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shame, no recriminations, no fear but fully serving one another as they lift up each other. 
The husband is to lead according to God’s will. The wife is to help the husband stay in 
God’s will. The wife is to love her husband and the husband is to love his wife with an 
unconditional holy and sanctifying love. 

 
There are people who believe that marriage is not sacred or holy to the Lord. These 

folks are ill-informed. God created marriage for the pleasure and enjoyment and spiritual 
growth of human beings. It is our responsibility to protect this beautiful gift. The Bible 
nowhere allows for spousal abuse of any kind. The Bible nowhere allows for bigamy. As 
we shall see in chapter 4 of Genesis it was men who perverted marriage by taking 
multiple wives at the same time.  

Summary & Applications 

     Chapter 2 explains that human beings have the ability and the responsibility to serve 
God with honor and integrity. Husbands and wives become one flesh in more than just 
the physical sense. They become like two parts of the same being, each with independent 
minds. They add their unique skills and characteristics to help complement that which is 
lacking in their spouse.  

This is who you are; living breathing independent human being created in the 
image of God.  

What does Genesis 2 tell us about ourselves? We are born with a need to give and 
receive love and approval. See Adam’s song about Eve in 2:23. If we marry we are to see 
our spouse as being part of ourselves. We are to become one flesh, joined together by 
God and following His will for our lives. There is to be no shame, no fear and no abuse in 
a godly marriage as the husband and wife serve God together. 

          Genesis 2 helps us understand how deeply God loves us and how much was lost 
when sin entered the world. We see that the Lord God is the only true God. He is the One 
who is worth our praise and worship. He is the Creator. In a world where there are many 
empty philosophies and false religions, following God is the best choice.  

 When we really hear what Genesis 2 is saying to us we realize that we want to 
imitate God. The purpose of our lives is to be in fellowship with God and to enjoy Him 
forever.  Eve is the only being created from another being. This gives her a unique and 
special status among all of the creatures that have ever walked the earth. She is not only 
our first mother but she was literally created from a rib from Adam’s own body. Do you 
begin to understand what Jesus meant when He said to “Love one another as you love 
yourself?” Do you see how much Adam meant to God, that God formed him directly 
from the dust of the perfect world which He had just created? Do you see how much God 
loved you to form you in your mother’s womb and to bring the breath of life into your 
lungs? 
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 Genesis 2 is in the Bible because it addresses the need of all people to know the 
God in whom we should believe and to whom we should give all our praise and worship. 
We can have total confidence in the Lord who created and breathed life into Adam. We 
are able to receive love from God. The same deep and never ending love which He gave 
to our fist ancestors. The same love He wants to give to you today. 

 In love God created a perfect world for Adam and Eve. In love He gave them the 
ability to make decisions. He also gave them responsibility to tend the garden. In love He 
provides a way for all who are willing to come to Him through Jesus Christ and go to His 
perfect heaven. 
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Genesis 3:1-7 
 

 
Introduction 
 

The serpent called God’s commandment into question. Eve responded by adding 
her own twist to the commandment and was pulled off track. Adam participated in the 
sin. Adam and Eve felt shame for the first time as they realized what they had done.  

 
A thesis for a modern audience is this: An accurate knowledge of God’s Word 

and the willingness to obey will keep us from sin and shame.  
 
Genesis 3:1-7 
 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, 
‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the 
serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from 
the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 
‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” 4 The serpent said 
to the woman, “You surely will not die! 5 For God knows that in the day 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable 
to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 
husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together 
and made themselves loin coverings. 

 
How do you see yourself? Are you a miserable sinner whose only hope is the 

hope given to you by Jesus Christ? Are you a self-made righteous person who doesn’t 
really need God? Are you someone who sees the sins of others but not your own sins? Or 
are you somewhere in between, some combination of the people I just described? Or are 
you a joyful Christian, taking in the wonder of the world around you? Do you face bad 
times with an inner peace, knowing that your soul is safe in God’s hands?  
 

How do you see God? Do you see Him as He really is, as the Scriptures present 
Him? Do you see God through a darkened mind that is more focused on sin than on 
righteousness? Sin clouds our minds. Sin changes the way we think about God, about 
ourselves and about the church. In our minds church changes from being a joyful 
gathering where we worship God together, and soak in the presence of the Holy Spirit to 
being a boring two hours that we endure before we get to have fun the rest of the day. 
 

In our minds, prayer changes from being a time of deep communication with our 
Lord to being a frustrating experience where we never hear anything.  
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In our minds reading the Bible changes from being a time of exciting exploration 
and learning to a task to be done as quickly as possible. Soon we begin to believe that 
watching the garbage that is shown on television is better than reading God’s Written 
Word. 
 

 I know that reading the Bible can be confusing for some of you. That is why God 
sends shepherds, pastors to help you. We study the Word of God deeply and with every 
theological and academic tool available. We debate and discuss with other pastors. We do 
everything we can to be prepared to bring the Word to you in a clear and understandable 
way. 
 

Here is a great “secret” – you will never get the most from your Christian life 
unless you study the Bible. Pastors are here to help you with your life, to help you learn 
the Bible, to help you understand the love of God, and to do anything we can to walk 
with you through this world. But in order for you to live the kind of life you should be 
living, you must read the Bible, meet with other Christians, and discuss the Scriptures 
and pray together. To make this work you must have good hermeneutics. When you do 
this, God will always make His meaning clear to you. 
 

What is hermeneutics? It is the practice and procedure by which one reads and 
interprets a passage of the Bible, study how it fits within the whole Bible, how it fits 
within its own Testament, whether Old or New, study how it fits with other books of the 
Bible that cover the same topic, study how the particular passage fits within its own book, 
chapter and paragraph. 
If you do not understand how a section of Scripture fits in the Bible, and why it is there, 
then you are missing part of the meaning of that passage.  
 

In the case of Genesis 3:1-7, here is a summary of the hermeneutics of this 
passage. 
 

It fits into the overall Bible because it shows how sin gets a foothold in the heart 
and mind of a human being, and the first destructive effect of sin. Sin has other 
destructive effects, and those are shown in Genesis 3:8 and onward, which we will cover 
next time. 
 

Gen 3:1-7 fits into the Old Testament because it is part of the Pentatuch, the five 
books of Moses. These 7 verses of Genesis set the tone and stage for the repeated pattern 
of the disobedience of God’s people and God’s ongoing care and love for them. 
 

Gen 3:1-7 fits into the book of Genesis because it provides the foundation for 
understanding how and why people do what they do to each other. It gives us a clear way 
to think about the people we meet in these pages. Why did people build the tower of 
Babel? Why did Joseph’s brothers get rid of him? Why did Cain kill Abel? If we 
understand the message in Genesis 3:1-7, we begin to understand why people act they 
way they do.  
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These seven verses are in this chapter because the intent of this chapter is to show 
that changing the Word of God leads us to see God incorrectly, which leads us to see 
ourselves incorrectly, which leads us to believe that sin is a good idea, which leads us to 
pain, guilt and shame. That is a summary of the way in which we use hermeneutics to 
make sure we have the correct understanding of a passage. Anyone can learn to do this, 
and if you are interested, let us know and we will help you. 
 
 

Let us see how the first sin came into the world. 
 
 

Exposition of Gen 3:1-7 
 
Genesis 3:1-5 
 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, 
‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the 
serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from 
the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 
‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” 4 The serpent said 
to the woman, “You surely will not die! 5 For God knows that in the day 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 

 
The serpent first tests Eve’s willingness to stand upon the Word of God. 

Remember, even Jesus Himself stood upon the Word of God when He was tempted by 
Satan. See the Gospel of Matthew 4:1-11.   
 

The serpent then gives Eve a second test in verse 4. He calls the goodness of God 
into doubt. This verse helps us understand one of the greatest principles of Scripture. An 
appreciation of God’s goodness is essential to the keeping of His commandments. 
 

Eve fails this initial test in two ways. First, she adds the idea that they are not to 
even touch the tree. God did not say that they could not touch the tree. By adding this 
extra detail Eve seems to be trying to make the commandment seem more restrictive. If 
we change the wording of God’s commandment the appeal to sin grows stronger. 
 

The second way Eve fails this initial temptation is that she minimizes the penalty 
for disobedience. God had said in Gen. 2:16-17 16 The LORD God commanded the man, 
saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will 
surely die.” One point to know here is that God did not say they would die immediately. 
What He said was that they would surely, or most certainly, die. 
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Eve is showing her human arrogance and pride. Why does she add this particular 
feature, that is, to not even touch the tree? Why does she leave open the possibility that 
she might not die if she eats the fruit? We do not know why. What we do know is that the 
Bible frequently reminds us to not change the Word of God. It stands a God spoke. No 
one is authorized to change it. See Luke 16:17 “But it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one stroke of a letter of the Law to fail.” See also Mark 13:31 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.” 
 

Next the serpent questioned the goodness and wisdom of God in verses 4 and 5. 
God had held nothing good back from Adam and Eve. The reason He did not want them 
to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was because by eating this fruit, 
Adam and Eve would no longer be innocent people living in paradise. They would 
become knowledgeable about good and evil and have to suffer the consequences. The 
prohibition against eating from this tree was for the good of Adam and Eve. The 
prohibitions against idols, lying, stealing coveting and adultery are for our own good. 
Does anything good come when we break these commandments? 
 

Who is it that has been given dominion over the animals and the earth? It is Adam 
and Eve. The serpent is subordinate creature. Why is Eve listening to a lesser being who 
is calling God’s goodness into doubt?  There is no reason why Eve should be listening to 
a lesser creature. Do you consider your dog’s advice when you need to make a decision? 
Do you ask your cat what to do? This is a lesson for us. Be careful to what and to whom 
you listen. All people are equally important to God. But not every human being has the 
same spiritual maturity and experience in the Lord. Be careful from whom you take 
advice.  
 
Genesis 3:6-7 

“6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she 
took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and 
he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loin coverings.” 

 
Here we see another principle of human error in action. Eve sees that the fruit is 

pleasing to the eye. For most of us, our eyes are the first line of defense against sin. We 
see something, we think we want it, we realize it is sinful and yet the longer we look the 
more we think about how to get the thing we desire. Matthew 6:22 says “ The eye is the 
lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.” 
 

Here’s the key to avoiding most of our sins. When we see something we like, and 
we know it is sinful, look at something else. Focus on something else. Fill your mind 
with something good and the desire for the sin will fade away. Fill your mind with 
thoughts of God and the Holy Spirit will wipe the sinful desires from your mind like a 
fire sweeping through a forest. Why should your mind and conscience be burned and 
scarred by the hellfires of sin, when you can instead have your mind and conscience 
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cleansed by the consuming fire of the Holy Spirit? Why be scarred when you can be 
healed?  
 

Not satisfied with sinning by herself, Eve leaps into yet another sin. She involves 
another person in the crime. Adam allows himself to believe that what Eve wants is more 
important than what God said. 
 

Here we come to the root of most of the problems with today’s false churches. I 
mean churches which claim to be Christian but which preach a changed version of the 
Bible. These churches are typically led by false pastors who are sinning themselves, and 
who are intent on dragging other people down with them. God says that such false pastors 
will burn in hell and that their fire will be double hot. There is nothing that you or I can 
say about God and His commandments that is better than what He Himself says in the 
Bible. 
 

There is nothing we can do that feels as good as obedience to God.  
 

Finally in verse 7 we see that Adam and Eve attempt to cover up their sin. They 
are naked and ashamed. They realize that things are not right. Understand this point, you 
can never do enough to cover up your sin. Next time we meet, we will see in the second 
half of this chapter that God Himself provides the covering for sin. God creates life, man 
creates sin. God provides grace, mercy, love and hope. Man provides pride, selfishness 
and ingratitude.  
 

The way to have a better Christian life is to develop your mind so that you think 
more clearly. The Bible calls this being sober-minded, or clear-minded , 1 Peter 5:8 says 
“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” 
 

What is your excuse? Why don’t you spend more time reading the Bible, more 
time praying. Why don’t you spend more time doing good works? Why don’t you spend 
more time with God? 
 
 These are some common excuses that I hear; 
  I’m too busy 
  It’s too much work 
  Someone at church did something wrong to me 
 

The very first step in gaining a clear mind is to take a piece of paper and a pen 
and write a letter to the person who hurt you the most. Say everything you want to say to 
them. Then put that letter in an envelope, seal it, write their name on the outside. Now go 
burn that letter. Doing this will clear your mind and prepare you to walk closer with the 
Lord. 
 

**There is nothing that feels as good as experiencing the power of the Holy 
Spirit.** 
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Why would you incur the displeasure of God when it is so much better to 

experience His joy. Why would you abandon common sense and logic when it so much 
more sensible to follow the truth? Why would you give in to temptation when Jesus 
stands right next to you to help you turn away from sin?  
 

1 Cor. 10:13 
“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and 
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that 
you will be able to endure it.” 
 
The reason we sin is because we want to sin. We like the thrill of feeling as 

though we know more than God knows. This is what happened to Eve, then to Adam. It 
is what happens to us. We feel the thrill, we justify the crime, then we try to make it right 
without ever going to God in repentance and shame. 
 

God in His infinite grace comes looking for us. No one is born a Christian. There 
is no one who seeks God before they are a Christian. No! God calls us. He says “Here I 
AM”. “Come to Me.”   
 

We become Christians when we respond with a “yes!”. Yes, I have sinned. Yes, I 
know that the penalty for sin is eternal suffering. Yes, I understand that I can never do 
anything to pay enough to cover the damage and cost of my sins. Yes, I believe that God 
came down to earth in the person of Jesus Christ. I believe that He was crucified for my 
sins and that He was dead for three days and was raised to life again. I believe that Jesus 
now sits on the right hand of God the Father in heaven and that Jesus is constantly 
interceding for us. I want Him to be my Savior and I commit myself into the hands of 
God.  
 

From the moment we become Christians, there are two natures at war within us. 
One is the sin nature, inherited from Adam. This is our ongoing desire to watch garbage 
on tv instead of watching something good. This is our perpetual wish to continually think 
that it’s ok for us to do something wrong rather than stand firm in our faith. Now, we 
don’t sin all the time, but we still sin during the week, don’t we?  
 

The other nature within us is the godly nature. This is the desire to do the right 
thing. The desire to live in the world, but to not be polluted by the filthy things which are 
in the world. Our godly nature leads us to want to experience the good things, enjoy the 
healthy and decent things and live our lives in a way that is pleasing to God. 
 
Summary 
 

We see these two natures at war with one another in 3:1-7. Eve first misquotes 
God’s Word by saying that he said they cannot even touch the tree. God did not say this. 
Eve added this detail. She then gave in further to her sin nature by involving another 
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person on her sin. What we at work here are human pride, and human selfishness. Pride 
leads us to think that we deserve something more than what God has provided. 
Selfishness leads us to drag other people into our sin. Why is this a selfish act? It is 
selfish because we use other people to help cover our guilt. Instead of saying “Yes, I did 
that rotten thing.” we say “But, they did it too!” 
 

The great message of this passage is that God’s people must have a thorough 
knowledge of His Word and an unwavering trust in His goodness in order to have 
spiritual victory over the world, the flesh and the devil. 
 

Make the commitment to cling to God, read the Bible, pray together, sing together 
and make every effort to guard your eyes and your mind from things that cause you to 
sin. We will never be without sin while we are here on earth. What we can be, what we 
must be, are people of God who are doing our best to keep ourselves from purposely 
leaping into sin. There is nothing that feels as good as the joy of the Holy Spirit when we 
live in obedience to God. 

 

Genesis 3:8-24 

The major objective of the second part of Chapter 3 is to demonstrate 
the results of Adam and Eve’s first sins. They received punishment from God along with 
His continued love and care for them. In this passage we see that God expelled Adam and 
Eve from the garden in order to prevent them from having to live eternally under the 
curse of sin. We also see that God Himself provided the covering for their sins because 
Adam’s and Eve’s own attempts to atone for their crimes were insufficient. 
 
 In order to grasp the meaning of 3:8-25 it will be helpful to review 3:1-7. Eve’s 
sin begins in her mind as she entertains the idea that she and Adam can become like God 
through the attaining of divine knowledge. The serpent says she will know good and evil 
(3:5), The temptation to possess special knowledge is strong. Both the man and the 
woman succumb to the serpent’s promise. The problem is that they do not understand 
that the knowledge they are about to gain will forever change the world for them and for 
all their descendants. 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, 
‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the 
serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from 
the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 
‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” 4  The serpent said 
to the woman, “You surely will not die! 5 For God knows that in the day 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6  When the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
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desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave 
also to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. Gen 3:1-7 

 
The lie that she and Adam would become like God, possessing divine knowledge 

was implanted in Eve’s mind by the words of the serpent. The sin was conceived in Eve’s 
mind as she fell into the common human belief that ‘I know more than God about what is 
right.’ The sin was fed by the challenge to her pride. ‘Do you know what God said?’ ‘Of 
course I know!’ The sin grew by her misquoting God’s Word. She added the prohibition 
to not even touch the fruit. She deleted part of God’s command - the certainty that they 
would die if they ate the fruit. The sin was born/brought forth when Eve ate the fruit. 
The sin was multiplied when she induced Adam to participate in her sin. 
 
 
 
The results of Adam and Eve’s sin 
 
Genesis 3:8-24 

8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called 
to the man, and said to him, “ Where are you?” 10 He said, “ I heard the 
sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid 
myself.” 11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12  The man 
said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the 
tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this 
you have done?” And the woman said, “ The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“ Because you have done this,  
Cursed are you more than all cattle, 
And more than every beast of the field; 
On your belly you will go, 
And dust you will eat 
All the days of your life; 
15 And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her seed; 
He shall bruise you on the head, 
And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 
16 To the woman He said, 
“I will greatly multiply 
Your pain in childbirth, 
In pain you will bring forth children; 
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Yet your desire will be for your husband, 
And he will rule over you.” 

17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 
wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 
‘You shall not eat from it’; 

Cursed is the ground because of you; 
In toil you will eat of it 
All the days of your life. 
18 “Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; 
And you will eat the plants of the field; 
19 By the sweat of your face 
You will eat bread, 
Till you return to the ground, 
Because from it you were taken; 
For you are dust, 
And to dust you shall return.” 

20 Now the man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of 
all the living. 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his 
wife, and clothed them. 

22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take 
also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the 
LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground 
from which he was taken. 24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of 
the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword 
which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 This passage is composed of three topics: the confrontation of the man 
and woman by God (vv. 1-13), the declaration of the new aspects of life (vv. 14-
19) and the provision of clothes by the Lord. The latter representing the fact that 
human efforts to cover sin and guilt are never sufficient.  

 
The main theological idea presented here is God’s response to 

disobedience. So far in Genesis, God has been presented as Creator and Provider, 
now He is shown to be a compassionate and fair Judge. His first step as Judge was 
to ask rhetorical questions in order to get confessions from the man and the 
woman. Next, the Lord pronounced judgments on the humans and the serpent. 
There would be new conditions of life. No longer living in paradise, the humans 
would now live in a world which included pain, suffering and death. They had 
brought evil into the world and they and all their descendants would have to live 
with the results. The bright spot was that God demonstrated His ongoing love and 
care by providing clothing for them. This was an outward sign that God would 
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continue to help and guide anyone who chose to live their life in faith and 
humility towards the Lord. 

 
The passage makes clear that people have a responsibility to confess their 

sins to God, and to trust in His goodness for forgiveness. God must be recognized 
as the Provider if we are to live decent lives. This section was particularly 
important for the ancient Hebrews as they served as the slaves of Egypt. The 
explanation of how evil began helped them understand their situation. The fact 
that God is shown as continuing to provide for Adam and Eve gave the Hebrews 
certainty that there was hope for the future and that good would ultimately 
triumph over evil.   

 
Three thoughts support this main idea. One, God’s provision of animal 

skins as clothing begins the pattern of substitutionary atonement for sin. 
Forgiveness of sin was available, but at a cost. Adam and Eve had the proper 
response to shame and guilt. They tried to cover it up, but their efforts were not 
sufficient. The only adequate covering for sin would always have to come from 
God.  

The second supporting thought is that angels guard the way to the tree of 
life. This means that eternal life is available but only in the manner in which God 
provides access. Entry into paradise can never be obtained by human efforts. 
Paradise may only be accessed by God’s permission and by His prescribed 
method.  

Third, the effects of evil on humans are clearly described. People have 
trouble because sin is in the world. The discussion of the seed of the woman and 
the serpent is revealing. This discussion is clarified further at several points 
throughout the Old and New Testaments, culminating in the Resurrection of Jesus 
where it was demonstrated that Satan (the serpent) has no power to prevent God 
from raising the dead and making them live again. The book of Revelation 
predicts a future event in which the serpent is cast into hell where he will reside 
for all time. These, and other sections of Scripture, show that God is the arbiter of 
life, death and the disposition of souls to either heaven or hell. However in 
Genesis 3:8-24 these latter explanations have not yet been revealed. 

 
A good way to summarize 3:8-24 is this; God led the man and woman to 

confess their sin. He then pronounced the judgments. He showed His compassion, 
including the promise of future relief from the curse, by providing clothing 
(which represents covering from the Creator) and by providing the blessing of 
death. This latter blessing prevented Adam and Eve from having to perpetually 
live under the curse. As hard as life can be, humans do have a future release from 
their tribulations.  
 
Genesis 3:8-13 
 
 The sinners are hiding from God. Some expositors of this passage teach 
that God could not find Adam. These types of explanations portray God as a 
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confused old man. This is not the case. God knows exactly where Adam is, and 
knows what he has done. The question ‘Where are you?’ is rhetorical. God 
already knows the answer before He asks. The purpose of the question is to help 
Adam realize that he must confess his sin.  
 
 What parent has not acted in similar manner with their child? The son 
does something wrong. We ask them ‘What did you do?’ The question is not 
asked because we do not know the answer. It is asked because we want to help the 
child understand the need to be honest with themselves and with others. Just as a 
child fears having their guilt discovered, we also are afraid and try to cover up our 
sins. This never works. Confession of sin is integral to living a life of faith in the 
Lord. 
 
 The shifting of blame is apparent in these verses. Adam blames God for 
creating Eve, and blames Eve for leading him into sin. Eve blames the serpent. 
We often blame everyone but ourselves for our sins. God does not accept this 
nonsensical reasoning. Every person is responsible for their own actions.  
 
Genesis 3:14-19 – The effects of the sin 
 

Everyone is affected by sin. You may think that some sins are private. This is not 
true. Your sins affect other people.  
 

Here are the main effects from the sin of Adam and Eve; 
 

• Spiritual death is the result of sin. When we sin we become subject to this 
fact. It is only through accepting the salvation provided by God that we 
can receive eternal life. 

 
• Sin comes into the human race and every descendant of Adam sins, except 

for Jesus Christ. Although Jesus was born from Mary, he did not have a 
human father. This is why He did not inherit the sin nature of human 
beings. 

 
• Pain in childbirth – this is a reminder of the pain caused by sin. It is a 

judgment, not a commandment. The Bible does not say that using 
medicines to lessen the pain of childbirth is against God’s will.  

 
• Weeds and thorns grow among the good plants – this is a reminder of the 

ongoing battle against sin 
 

• Snakes crawl in the dust – this is reduction to the lowest level and is a 
reminder that God brings down the unrepentant sinner  
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• Enmity between people and Lucifer –this culminates in the Resurrection 
of Jesus from the dead, which proved that Satan has no power over life 
and death 

 
 
Does Satan exist? 

 
     At this point in Genesis, the serpent is known only as the serpent. His other 

names, which include Lucifer, Satan and the Devil are noted later in the Bible. Genesis 
presents him as a real being, subordinate to God, but unwilling to submit himself to the 
Lord. He is shown as a beautiful and rebellious angel who incited a revolt against God 
and was cast out of heaven. In every passage where he shows up in Scripture, Satan is 
portrayed as being intelligent, powerful and devious. In John 8:44 Jesus says this about 
Satan “He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because 
there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he 
is a liar and the father of lies.”  

 
Another passage which provides insight into Satan’s character is Matthew 4:1-11. 

 
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then 
became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4 But He 
answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD 
ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE 
MOUTH OF GOD.’” 5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had 
Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘HE WILL COMMAND 
HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL 
BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT 
AGAINST A STONE.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is 
written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE 
TEST.’” 8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, 
“All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.” 10 
Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL 
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’” 11 Then 
the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.  
 
Here we see the devil trying to use the same type of argument that he used with 

Eve. Lucifer is tempting Jesus with the idea that God must be holding something good 
back. He wants to deceive Jesus into believing that God the Father does not have Jesus’ 
best interests in mind and that there is something to be gained by doing the devil’s 
bidding.  
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Some people believe that Satan does not exist. Where does this idea of the 
nonexistence of the devil originate? Certainly not from the Bible. Scripture has always 
presented the devil as real being. Why would anyone choose to believe that Satan does 
not exist?  Here are some reasons: 
 

- Ignorance can be comforting for the immature thinker. People with mature  
  minds realize that knowing and applying the truth leads to a better life.  
 
- If there is no devil, then the entire Bible becomes nothing more than a fairy tale.      
  This means that a person has no obligation to read the Bible or respond to the  
  Gospel. Right and wrong become matters of personal opinion. This thought is  
  especially appealing to vain and arrogant people. 
 
- Cowardice to face our own weaknesses. It goes against human nature to depend  
   upon God for our daily strength. 
 
- Unwillingness to believe in a completely fair Judge (God), because of a desire to  
   believe that human logic is superior to God’s decisions. 

 
 
 Genesis 3:20-21 

20 Now the man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of 
all the living. 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his 
wife, and clothed them. 

This is the first time in the Bible where Eve is referred to as Eve. Prior to 
this verse she is called ‘the woman’. The name Eve means ‘living’ or ‘life-giver’. 
In giving her this name, Adam is signifying his complete trust in God. Adam 
knows that even though the judgments on sin will make life more difficult, there 
is hope for the present and for the future. Yes, life will contain many challenges 
which were not present before the sin, but life will also continue to be lived under 
God’s care and protection. The reality of death means that whatever pains they 
experience will eventually end. All these thoughts are wrapped up in the giving of 
the name ‘Eve’ to the woman. There is hope and a future for the couple and their 
descendants. 

 Adam and Eve had tried to cover up their sin and shame by making garments out 
of fig leaves. There was no blood, and no sacrifice. God made coverings for them from 
animal skins. This illustrates two things concerning sin. First, the cost of sin is death and 
blood. Second, the sacrifice of animals shows that sin is expensive. This was the first 
time that animals were sacrificed for human sins. It was not the last time. The purpose of 
sacrificing animals was to serve as a perpetual reminder that the value of human beings is 
greater than the value of animals. The question is sometimes asked ‘Why should an 
animal have to die for your disobedience?’ The answer is ‘Would you rather die in its 
place?’  
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Genesis 3:22-25 - God’s protection, grace and mercy  

22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take 
also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the 
LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground 
from which he was taken. 24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of 
the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword 
which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Adam and Eve are banned from the garden for their own good. Otherwise they 
would eat from the tree of life and live forever with their sins. 
 
Summary and Application 
 
        God created a perfect environment for Adam and Eve, our first parents. This 
paradise was lost to Adam and Eve and to all of us. They chose to sin and because of 
their sin they were no longer able to remain in paradise with the Lord. God sent them 
forth from the garden for their own protection.  
 
     What if they had remained in the garden? We know that they refused to obey 
God’s command. Their rebellion looks very similar to the rebellion of Satan. The devil 
and some of the angels fought against God. God cast them down out of heaven. He 
created hell to be the place of eternal torment for all who fight against Him, for all who 
refuse to come to Him and for all who go to their deaths still rejecting His salvation.  
 

It is no small thing to sin. Even right now right here God is calling you to turn 
away from your sins and to come to Him. He is calling you to accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Savior. This is the only way that you can gain entrance into the eternal 
paradise which was closed when Adam and Eve sinned. 
 

God is a compassionate judge of sinners. What must we do? Confess our sins and 
trust the Lord for the provision of life. See the cherubim guarding the way back to the 
garden of Eden? They are showing us that the way to life is available, but only when God 
provides it. Satan tempts us to sin. It is God who gives us grace, mercy and a sure 
salvation.  

 
Sin brings pain, death and conflict. Repentance and confession to God brings His 

grace and provision. 
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Genesis 4 and 5 
 

 
Introduction 
 

The fourth and fifth chapters of Genesis take us from the first human birth in 
history (Cain) to the beginning of the story of Noah. This is accomplished in a total of 
fifty eight verses. The story is condensed to a degree which precludes the inclusion of 
copious details. The details which are given are presented to make and support the 
theological points. This is a history of the human race. Here we are presented with the 
beginnings of metal working, music, farming and raising livestock. The text tells of the 
building of the first cities as people multiplied and spread out across the land. 
Generations lived and died in an imperfect world which was made worse by human 
decisions to sin.  

In studying these two chapters it is helpful to focus upon the lives of five men. 
Their examples, both good and bad, can help us apply the Scriptures to our own lives. We 
will begin with a discussion of the three brothers Cain, Abel and Seth. Then we will take 
a look at the life of Lamech, a descendant of Cain. Then we will hear about the beginning 
of Noah’s story, which is continued in the upcoming chapters.  
 
Genesis 4:1-8 

4 Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and 
gave birth to Cain, and she said, “I have gotten a manchild with the help 
of the LORD.” 2 Again, she gave birth to his brother Abel. And Abel was a 
keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 So it came about in 
the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the LORD of the fruit of 
the ground. 4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock 
and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and for his 
offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain 
became very angry and his countenance fell. 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, 
“Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do 
well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin 
is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.” 
8 Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 

          Why is the offering from Abel acceptable and Cain’s offering is not? It is because 
Cain’s attitude is neither humble nor righteous. Abel brings the firstlings of the flock. He 
gives an offering out of the first production of his animals. Abel does not wait to see how 
much the Lord provides. He does not decide ahead of time to keep his share first and then 
give something to God out of the remainder. No, Abel gives the first and best of what he 
has to his God. Cain holds back. He does give an offering but it is not the first or best of 
what has been produced. 
 God gives Cain an opportunity to adjust his thinking. He counsels Cain gently 
with the reminder that if the offering is done properly Cain’s heart will be glad. Then 
God gives the warning. Sin wants to destroy Cain. Neither Cain, nor any person, is 
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required to yield to sin. This is echoed in   1st Corinthians 10:13 “13 No temptation has 
overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you 
to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of 
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.” We do not sin because we have to, we 
sin because we believe that the temporary pleasure it will bring is worth more than our 
obedience to God.  
 Cain goes in the way of all unrepentant sinners. He compounds his initial 
disobedience by committing the world’s first recorded murder. The lesson is clear. 
Unchecked sin will lead to worse sins. The first humans have now gone from living in the 
Garden of Eden to losing one son by the hand of their other son.                                      
 God offered to help Cain but Cain was not willing to receive the correction or the 
advice. How shall we keep from falling into the same trap? We must confess our sins and 
humble ourselves before God. See 1st John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Genesis 4:9-16 

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” And he said, 
“I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 He said, “What have you 
done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground. 
11 Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you cultivate the 
ground, it will no longer yield its strength to you; you will be a vagrant 
and a wanderer on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment 
is too great to bear! 14 Behold, You have driven me this day from the face 
of the ground; and from Your face I will be hidden, and I will be a vagrant 
and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 So the 
LORD said to him, “Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be taken 
on him sevenfold.” And the LORD appointed a sign for Cain, so that no 
one finding him would slay him. 

16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and settled in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden. 

 Again the Lord asks a rhetorical question, just as He did in Genesis 3:9 and 3:13. 
The reason for asking the question is to provide the sinner with an opportunity to confess. 
Cain refuses to admit his guilt. This is what happens when a person walks down the wide 
road of arrogance and pride. The further he journeys on this path the farther from God he 
goes. Cain’s own stubbornness has caused him to become a wanderer. His own pride has 
prevented him from asking God to forgive him for murdering his brother.  
Not one word of grief about his crime. Not one plea for forgiveness. Not one word of 
confession. He does ask for one thing and that is protection for himself, which the Lord 
grants. 
 Why does God place a mark upon Cain? This introduces an idea which is 
developed to great extent later in the Bible. Followers of God are not to take their own 
revenge. Although the text does not state in what year of his life Cain committed the 
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murder, it is reasonable to surmise that there were other people on the earth besides 
Adam, Eve and Cain. The birth of Seth is not recorded until verse 25. Verses 17-24 make 
it clear that several generations had grown to adulthood prior to the end of Chapter 3. The 
statement in verse 25 does not necessarily mean that Seth was born after all of Cain’s 
descendants (3:17-22). The point is that Cain feared that someone would kill him. God 
made it clear that no one was to murder Cain. 

Why is there a prohibition against taking our own revenge? God’s only 
explanation of this rule is that He is the Judge and that all vengeance ‘belongs to Him’. 
Get out of God’s way, He will deal with the guilty in His own time and on His own 
terms. 

Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 
God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the 
Lord. - Romans 12:9 
 
Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, In due time their foot will slip; For 
the day of their calamity is near, And the impending things are hastening 
upon them.’ - Deuteronomy 32:35 
 
Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain - Jude 1:11 
 
Note that these verses, and others which refer to the same topic, never 

preclude the execution of criminals. In Leviticus and in other sections of the 
Bible, God gives clear commandments pertaining to how, when and why to 
execute certain types of criminals. The point is not that God wants evil people to 
run rampant, the point is that He wants justice, including executions, to be carried 
out according to His laws. The theme which predominates all the passages dealing 
with executions is this – certain crimes result in the death penalty so that the evil 
does not continue to grow among the people. Thus you shall purge the evil from 
among you. 20 The rest will hear and be afraid, and will never again do such an 
evil thing among you.  – Deut. 19:19b-20. 
 
Genesis 4:17-22 

17 Cain had relations with his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to 
Enoch; and he built a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son. 18 Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the 
father of Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and 
Methushael became the father of Lamech. 19 Lamech took to himself two 
wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah. 20 

Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents 
and have livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of 
all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22 As for Zillah, she also gave birth to 
Tubal-cain, the forger of all implements of bronze and iron; and the sister 
of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 
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Verse 19 presents the first multiple marriage. Nowhere in Scripture does God 
approve of having more than one wife at a time. This was made clear when the Lord 
instituted marriage between Adam and Eve. In marriage one man and one woman come 
together. The Bible never allows for any other form of marriage. Lamech, a descendant 
of Cain, has just perverted the holiness of God’s gift.  

Verses 3:20-22 show the beginnings of civilization. The first musicians and metal 
workers arrive on the scene. Some people are living in cities, while others dwell in tents. 
The population of the world is growing and people are beginning to divide and spread out 
across the land. 
 
Genesi 4:23-24 

 
23 Lamech said to his wives, 
“Adah and Zillah, 
Listen to my voice, 
You wives of Lamech, 
Give heed to my speech, 
For I have killed a man for wounding me; 
And a boy for striking me; 
24 If Cain is avenged sevenfold, 
Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.” 

 
The second and third murders, a boy and man. Cain’s unchecked attitude toward 

sin is travelling down his family line. Lamech is even more arrogant than Cain, claiming 
greater protection than God gave to Cain. God does not answer the boast of Lamech.  
 
Genesis 4:25-26 

25 Adam had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and 
named him Seth, for, she said, “God has appointed me another offspring 
in place of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 26 To Seth, to him also a son was 
born; and he called his name Enosh. Then men began to call upon the 
name of the LORD. 

Men began to call upon the name of the Lord. This is Seth’s line. No one from 
Cain’s line follows God. They turn to all sorts of other things but they do not pursue the 
Lord. As will be seen at the end of Chapter 5, no descendant of Cain’s survives the flood. 
Only a few of Seth’s descendants, the family that worships God, are brought safely 
through the coming judgment. 
 

Genesis 5 
 

Chapter 5 gives us the genealogies of the descendants of Cain and of Seth. The 
main idea is that all people are living under the curse which was pronounced in Genesis 
3. They work hard to grow crops and animals. There is much sweat and effort. And then 
they die. This goes on for generations. 
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5 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God 
created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them male 
and female, and He blessed them and named them Man in the day when 
they were created. 3 When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, 
he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, 
and named him Seth. 4 Then the days of Adam after he became the father 
of Seth were eight hundred years, and he had other sons and daughters. 5 

So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and he 
died. 

           There are several important points in this section. Verse 5:2 says that God created 
human beings as male and female. There is no other gender. This point is expanded upon 
in the book of Romans.  The second interesting point is that this summary of Adam’s life 
mentions only Seth, but not his other sons. Abel was murdered and Cain had been 
banished. These verses are setting the stage for the upcoming events. The text is making 
it clear that God’s people are descendants of Seth. The reason why will be shown at the 
end of Chapter 5.                                                                                                                     

 A third point to be noted is that in antediluvian times people lived much longer 
lives than they did after the flood. This is significant because it means that sons and 
daughters had access to people going back several generations. In more recent times a 
person may have direct access to grandparents or even great-grandparents, but not to the 
preceding generations. In Adam’s time, people were able to learn from their ancestors 
going back many generations. This allowed for transmission of wisdom and other 
information in a personal way which is not available today.  

18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and became the father of 
Enoch. 19 Then Jared lived eight hundred years after he became the father 
of Enoch, and he had other sons and daughters. 20 So all the days of Jared 
were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died. 21 Enoch lived sixty-
five years, and became the father of Methuselah. 22 Then Enoch walked 
with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, 
and he had other sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were 
three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with God; and he was 
not, for God took him. 

Here is the coming of Enoch. He is a descendant of Seth. Enoch is a man who 
walks with God. The verb used for everyone else in chapters 4 and 5 is “lived”. They 
lived their lives. Enoch is given a different verb in the Hebrew text. He “walked with 
God”. The term indicates a person who chases after the Lord. Enoch spends time with 
God.  

There are two people in the Bible who did not have to experience death. God gave 
special favor to these men. They are Enoch and Elijah.  
(Elijah’s story is found in 1st Kings 17 through 2nd Kings 2.) These men are examples of 
people who fully gave themselves to the Lord. They were not perfect. But they did live 
their lives in a way that we have not. Can you imagine the amount of their love for God? 
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Could there be any clearer example of how lovingly and graciously God responds to 
those who earnestly seek Him?  

Genesis 5:25-32 

25 Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and became the 
father of Lamech. 26 Then Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two 
years after he became the father of Lamech, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 27 So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-
nine years, and he died. 28 Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two 
years, and became the father of a son. 29 Now he called his name Noah, 
saying, “This one will give us rest from our work and from the toil of 
our hands arising from the ground which the LORD has cursed.” 30 Then 
Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years after he became the 
father of Noah, and he had other sons and daughters. 31 So all the days of 
Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years, and he died. 32 Noah 
was five hundred years old, and Noah became the father of Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. 

Noah is a descendant of Seth and of Enoch. Noah comes from a family of people 
who love God very deeply. Noah’s name indicates that he is to have a special mission. He 
is the man who God will use to open the way for people to escape from the evil around 
them and start again. He represents the glimmer of hope that the future does not have to 
be as bad as the past. It is interesting that Enosh, the first person to 'call upon the name of 
the Lord" (v 4:26) was still alive at the time of Noah's birth. This means there was a 
direct continuation of the worship of God from the first worshipper to the man who 
would be responsible for teaching whole new generations of people in the post-flood 
world. 
 
 
Summary 
 
 Chapter 4 showed the spread of sin from the family to society. The story begins 
with the acceptance of Abel's gifts and the rejection of Cain's. The problem was not with 
the type of gift (animals vs plants) but with the attitude of the giver. Abel's heart was 
right with the Lord and Cain's was not. Even after being warned by his Creator, Cain 
persisted in his defiance. He murdered his brother in reaction to seeing himself passed 
over for God's blessing 
 Generations of people grew and advanced. One line of descent (Cain's) were 
people who ignored God while the other line (Seth's) were worshippers of the Lord. The 
people of Cain pursued other interests such as building cities, metal-working and music. 
Seth's people pursued some of the same skills but they held the worship of God as their 
first priority.  
  Cain. Abel. Seth. Lamech. Noah. What can be learned from these five men? Abel 
demonstrates the reality that offerings to God must come from a glad heart of faith. 
Sacrifices must be from the first and best of what is produced. Cain's example convinces 
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us that life without God is dangerous and that murder pollutes the land. We have 
responsibility for each other, we are our brother's keeper. God does not want us to take 
our own revenge. Unbelief causes us to ignore the warnings sent by the Lord 
 From Seth we learn that alife lived with God will lead our children and their 
children’s children to also follow God. Cain’s descendants primarily built cities, 
developed metal working and music and did all sorts of other things.Seth’s descendants 
primarily pursued the worship of God. Seth’s son Enosh begins the tradition of formal 
worship. 
 The life of Lamech  (Cain’s descendant) illustrates that sin knows no limits. He 
perverted God’s design for marriage. He lifted himself up above all other people. The 
lesson here is that if we no humility and no faith then we have no peace. 
 Noah represents the fact that there is always hope for the future of God's people. 
Let nothing stand between you and God. In order to enjoy God’s blessings, we must walk 
with Him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


