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Introduction 

 

 The letter from Jude is an amazing feat of literary excellence. The writing is 

clear, concise and thorough. In a mere twenty five verses we learn almost 

everything we need to know about keeping the church true to her mission, which is 

to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to every nation (Matt. 28:18-20). Jude’s letter 

was relevant to Christians in the first century AD and it has continued to be 

relevant to every Christian church in every culture in every time period.  

 

The problems addressed by Jude are of such a fundamental nature that they 

occur even today. These problems are false teaching (heresy) and an unrepentant 

attitude toward sin. Such an attitude leads to a falling away from the true God 

(apostasy). Either of these problems can cause a congregation to move away from 

God and move toward theological and moral errors. Anyone who is interested in 

seeing their particular church adhere to the Bible should pay close attention to the 

letter from Jude. 

 

Jude’s Introduction 

Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those 

who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus 

Christ: 
2 
May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.        

Jude vv. 1-2 

The name Jude is a shortened form of the name Judas. There are three men 

named Judas who are associated with Jesus Christ in the New Testament. There is 

Judas Iscariot, the man who betrayed Jesus. Judas Iscariot hanged himself before 

Jesus was resurrected. Therefore he is ruled out as the author of this letter. Another 



 | 2 P a g e

 

Judas is the man known as “Judas, not Iscariot” who was one of Jesus’ disciples 

(John 14:22). Then there is Judas the half-brother of Jesus (Matthew 13:55). The 

evidence is clear that this third Judas, Jesus’ half-brother, was the man who wrote 

the letter of Jude.
1
  

Why does Jude not directly identify himself as Jesus’ brother? He calls 

himself a bond-servant of Jesus Christ and the brother of James
2
. The Bible does 

not directly answer that question. We may make some inferences based on a 

combination of other Bible verses and extra-biblical historical documents. We 

know that James was also a half-brother of Jesus (Galatians 1:19). James wrote the 

biblical book of James. By referring to himself as “the brother of James” Jude 

gives readers a reference point. All of the Bible writers who identified themselves 

gave some form of reference. Jude lets us know that he is Jesus’ half-brother in a 

humble manner. 

When Jude refers to himself as a bond-servant of Jesus he is saying that he 

has no higher a position than any other Christian. Jude could have claimed some 

great authority or power based on his having grown up in the same family as James 

and Jesus, but he does not take this approach. He does not say “Hey my brother is 

the Messiah and my other brother is the famous Pastor James!” That would be a 

claim which, although true, might lead people to think that being an obedient and 

effective servant of God is all about social status. There are some religious sects 

which worship members of Jesus’ family. But worship of anything or anyone other 

than God is prohibited by the Bible. Christians are to worship only God. Nothing 

and no one else deserves to be worshipped.  

 Jude is purposely downplaying any attempt to induce fame or family 

connection as a reason why we should listen to him. Instead he is providing 

himself as an example of humility before the Lord. He wants God’s Word to stand 

in center place. Jude is stepping out of the spotlight so that our full attention is 

focused on God’s message to us. 

Other than Jude’s introduction of himself there is nothing in the letter to tie 

it to any specific post-Resurrection date. However because of some of the 

references he makes, and the topics he covers, it is a reasonable guess that the letter  

                                                           
1
 Although providing extensive and compelling evidence of the identity of Jude is beyond the scope of this 

commentary, anyone who wishes to receive the detailed analysis may do so by contacting the author. 
2
 James is the English version of the name Jacob. The Greek text reads “adelfov de Iakwbou” (“brother of 

Jacob”). The ou  at the end of Iakwb is a signifier meaning ‘of’.  
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was written sometime between 60AD and 90AD. 
3
 This author’s preference is to 

avoid unhelpful debates about specific dates for this letter.  

Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of
 
James, To those 

who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus 

Christ: 
2 
May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.         

Jude vv.1-2 

 Jude is writing to Christians. These are the “called, beloved in God the 

Father, and kept for Jesus Christ”. People who were followers of God during Old 

Testament times will be with Christians in heaven. We will be made complete with 

them. They are as much a part of the body of Christ as are we. Jude is not 

addressing the Old Testament believers because at this point, they were all 

deceased. Jude is writing to all living Christians. Why? Because only living 

Christians can affect the way the church functions. Once you’re gone you no 

longer have the ability to be a force for good in this world.  

 

 The tenses of the verbs are interesting. Biblical Greek (Koine Greek) has 

seven verb tenses whereas English has only three tenses. The words “beloved” 

(h)iasme/noiv)  and “kept” (tethrhme/noiv) are perfect passive participles. They 

convey the idea of an action which was done to the Christian in the past but which 

has ongoing effects with no end in sight. A more direct translation of h)iasme/noiv 

would read: “having been set apart as sacred/holy to God in the past and still being 

set apart and always will be being set apart”. A more direct translation of 

tethrhme/noiv would read: “having been preserved/kept safe in the past by God 

and still being kept safe and always will be being preserved”.
4
 We are in a 

permanent state of being loved and watched over by the Lord. Pause and let that 

thought sink in. 

 

“Called” in this context is an adjective. It is the idea that we were called by 

God, and became Christians by repenting, and accepting God’s mercy and grace. 

Two verses help us grasp this concept. Ephesians 2:8-9 says 
8 
For it is by grace you 

                                                           
3
 These dates are debatable but they do provide a workable time frame for those who wish to construct a chronology 

of the New Testament. 
4
 It is easy to see that translating the meaning of the Greek text is straightforward, but conveying all the nuances and 

dimensions of the Greek verb tenses can lead to unwieldy English translations. 
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have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God— 
9 
not by works, so that no one can boast.  Romans 10:810 says 

8 
But what 

does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”—that is, 

the word of faith which we are preaching, 
9 
that if you confess with your mouth 

Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 

will be saved; 
10 

for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, 

and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.” God calls to everyone. 

How have you answered Him? 

 

 
2 
May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. Jude v. 2 

 

 Note the relationship between the three terms. Love is what motivates God 

to create. We live because He loved us and made us in the womb. He always loves 

all His creation, even though He does not love every type of behavior. Peace is 

what the Christian possesses in abundance. God gives us peace that our souls are 

safe even if our bodies are sometimes in danger. Mercy is what God showed when 

Jesus went to the cross in our place. God’s mercy is what He shows each of us 

when we hear the Gospel, the offer of salvation.  

 

Theme of Jude’s Letter 

3 
Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our 

common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that 

you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed 

down to the saints. 
4 
For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, 

those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, 

ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness 
and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Jude vv. 3-4 

 Jude initially intended to write about the topic of salvation. The subject had 

already been covered in great detail by some of the other writers of the New 

Testament. Paul in particular went to great lengths to describe discuss and explain 

the salvation that is found only in God.  

 The term saints refers to all Christians. The Greek word is ‘agioiv (to the 

holy ones). The term ‘Christians’ is used in the Bible only once (Acts 11:26). 

While we use the term ‘Christians’ to describe the followers of Jesus, the New 
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Testament writers mostly used the term ‘agiov signifying a person who had 

committed themselves to being willing and eternal followers of God. The Lord 

keeps such people forever in His love, mercy and grace. 

 Instead of writing about salvation Jude was inspired to write about how we 

should “contend for the faith”. But to which faith is Jude referring? It is the 

Christian faith, “the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints”. In this 

context, the phrase “once for all handed down” means that there was one message 

of salvation given to people from God. The message has not changed. It is the 

same today for us as it was in the first century AD when Jude wrote those words.  

 This is the message of salvation, also known as the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

All people are sinners (“all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” Rom. 

3:23). The result of sin is separation from God (“…the wages of sin is death” Rom. 

6:23). This is because God does not allow sin in His presence. Sin must be paid for 

with someone’s blood. This may sound brutal but it is still a fact. Sin is like a 

rotting sore inside the soul. It eats away at our thoughts and minds until we are no 

longer capable of distinguishing truth from lies. Sin must be excised. We cannot do 

this alone.  

 The only treatment for sin was the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. It is only 

through the shedding of His innocent blood that we are able to be saved from the 

eternal results of our sins. God demonstrated His love for us in this way; while we 

were still sinners Jesus died for us (Rom. 5:8).  

 We become Christians when we recognize that we have sinned, and accept 

God’s offer of salvation. We confess to the Lord that we are sinners. Confession 

and repentance is not enough. We also understand and accept that Jesus died for 

our sins and we fully commit to following Him as Lord and God. Do not make the 

mistake of thinking that mere mental assent of the facts is enough. If we truly 

believe that Jesus is our Lord and Savior, we will act accordingly (1 Peter 1:1-11, 

James 2:14-26). 

 This is the faith for which we must contend; that salvation is found in Jesus 

and no one else (Acts 4:12). There is no special or secret knowledge required to be 

saved. There are no special classes or levels of Christians. We are “all one body”. 

Each Christian has unique abilities and talents. Every Christian is equally valuable 

to God.  
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One false teaching which is still prevalent today is that the human leaders of 

some churches can give special recognition to certain dead Christians by 

designating them to be ‘saints’. This is a poor choice of words on the part of the 

churches which engage in this practice. The problem is that someone reading the 

Bible might conclude that only certain Christians are supposed to “contend for the 

faith”. Jude clearly means that all Christians are supposed to know the truth and be 

ready to explain it and defend it when necessary. 

 

There is nothing wrong with recognizing people whose lives are particularly 

inspirational. We should read the stories of Christians whose lives exemplify 

obedience to God. We should try to emulate their strong faith in God. But we 

should never worship these people, as do some denominations. Yes, we should 

learn from their examples. No, we should never revere them as being any more 

than human beings who made the conscious decision to follow Jesus as Lord and 

Savior. 

 

For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long 

beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who 

turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only 

Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Jude v.4 

 

 Many false teachers have come and gone, their sects and cults having 

become nothing but memories. Other false teachings have survived. It is very 

important to know when someone is lying about the Scriptures. The first line of 

defense is to read the Bible. It is much easier to fool a person who doesn’t know 

the Scriptures. There is no excuse for a Christian to remain willfully ignorant of the 

written Word of God. Read. Discuss. Pray. These are fundamental tools for 

learning about God and His relationship with human beings. 

 

 Jude tells us that false teachers crept in to the early church quietly. They 

didn’t come in loudly proclaiming their falsehoods. No, they invaded the early 

churches like a cancer, quietly eating away at the church body. This insidious 
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attack on the true faith is discussed in detail in other New Testament writings
5
. 

Jude does not specify any particular Old Testament prophecy. He is quoting from a 

source outside the Bible. There are many biblical references to what God thinks of 

false teachers (2 Pet. 2, Matt. 7, Matt. 24, Mk 13, 1 Jn 4 to name a few).  

 

Lying about the Bible involves leaving out some of the text, adding to the 

text, and sometimes doing both. When someone chooses to lie about God’s Word 

they bring severe judgment upon themselves (Ezek. 13) . God takes His Word 

personally. Tell the truth about what it says. 

 

…..ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness 

and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Jude v.4b 

 

Here is the first problem with listening to false teachers. They bring the 

message that if we are Christians, we can do almost anything we like without 

penalty. This is an old idea, discussed in the first chapter of Romans among other 

places in the Bible. Even today this idea that Christians can sin with impunity is 

taught by some very famous preachers. The basic concept is that because 

Christians are forgiven for their sins (Rom. 6, Heb. 10), any and all sins committed 

by Christians are automatically forgiven.  

 

But we are not called to abuse the grace of God. We are called to exhibit our 

faith by our actions (James 2:14-26). Stated another way, if a person believes 

themselves to be a Christian and then goes out and sins on purpose they are leading 

the unsaved away from the true God. Why would any unsaved person be interested 

in learning about the true and living God of the Bible when they have some famous 

preacher telling them that that the Bible isn’t really true? What’s more attractive to 

a person? The idea of a ‘god’ who lets you do what you want, and still brings you 

to heaven, or the reality that the true God does judge sin?    

 

False teachers and phony preachers and lying self-proclaimed ‘prophets’ and 

‘apostles’ of all types have this in common; they deny that Jesus is the only Savior, 

Master and Lord. If a church does not recognize Jesus as Lord, then that church has 
                                                           
5
 The list of biblical books which discuss false teachings includes Ezekiel, Amos, Hebrews, Romans, Galatians, 1 

John, 1 Peter and James to name a few. 
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already moved away from the Bible. There is tremendous damage done to real and 

living people when they believe lying preachers. Compounding this problem is the 

reality that people who lie from the pulpit are often more energetic, engaging and 

exciting speakers than are preachers who tell the truth. This is why you, brothers 

and sisters, must adjust your thinking. Sermons are not for entertainment (though 

they should never ever be boring!). Sermons are for hearing a message that God 

has given to that specific preacher to deliver to that specific congregation at that 

specific time. The Holy Spirit works as the preacher is speaking. Train your ears to 

listen for the truth.
6
 

 

 Knowing the truth about the Bible and then purposely misrepresenting it is 

the very definition of arrogance. While most, if not all, preachers and teachers 

make some mistakes in their sermons and lessons these mistakes are usually 

harmless. One common example of a harmless mistake is when the preacher 

mispronounces the name of a biblical person or place. This does not affect the truth 

of the message. There are no errors in the Bible. This author has done extensive 

multi-decade research into this topic.
7
 What may appear to be errors or 

contradictions fade away when one takes a close look at all the biblical texts 

concerning the specific points in question. 

 

5 
Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, 

that the Lord, after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, 

subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. 
6 
And angels who 

did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He 

has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great 

day, 
7 
just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since 

they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went 

after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the 

punishment of eternal fire. Jude vv.5-7 

 Jude just said that false believers turn the grace of God into licentiousness. 

Now he gives three examples of God’s created beings doing exactly what he just 

described. The first example is the Hebrews. God had just redeemed them from 

                                                           
6
 Zech. 7, Matt. 11, Luke 8, Rom. 11. 

7
 If the reader disagrees, please write to this author. A friendly and mutually beneficial discussion should ensue. 
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their slavery in Egypt. He had brought them out on the night of the first Passover. 

He had brought them through the sea, parting it before them so that they crossed 

over on dry ground (Ex. 14:13-31). The Lord fed them with manna and dew that 

fell from heaven (Ex. 16). Every morning the Hebrews collected the water to drink 

and the manna to eat. Their clothes did not wear out (Neh. 9:21). God provided 

everything for them. Yet, when God brought them to Kadesh-Barnea and told them 

to enter the Promised Land (land of Canaan), they refused (Num. 14). Why? 

 

 Joshua and Caleb were among the spies that Moses sent into Canaan. The 

spies came back with fear-inducing reports about giants. Only Joshua and Caleb 

argued that the people should obey God and take the land. The Hebrews failed to 

trust God. They refused to enter the promised land and so the Lord said that 

everyone over the age of twenty would die in the desert except for Joshua and 

Caleb (Num. 32:6-14). Of that entire generation, only Caleb and Joshua lived to 

enter the land of Canaan. Jude’s point is this; God gives us everything we need. He 

expects us to follow His instructions, and He brings judgment. Good judgment for 

believers and destruction for unbelievers. 

 

 The second example Jude gives is the angels who rebelled against God. This 

is in reference to the war in heaven during which Lucifer (also called Satan and the 

Devil) and many angels rebelled against their Creator, the Lord God. Lucifer “fell 

like lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18).  He and his fallen angels (called 

demons) have been active on the earth since its creation.  (Rev. 12:9, 1 Thess. 

2:18). They are still active today. 

 

God has already told us what will happen to Lucifer and the demons. They 

will be bound in chains and sent into the lake of fire for all eternity (Rev. 20:7-10). 

Jude’s point is that even though the angels were created with more power and 

better capabilities than humans, God did not spare them when they rebelled against 

Him. Their judgment is waiting and will happen at the appointed time. Rebellion 

against God is sin, and the result is always painful. The only way back to the Lord 

is through repentance. 

 

Jude’s third example is the homosexuals of Sodom and Gomorrah. At the 

time this sermon is being written many people believe and loudly proclaim that 
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homosexual behavior is good. Governments of nations are pushing this sinful 

agenda onto their populations. Major corporations are forcing Christian employees 

to either agree that homosexual behavior is good or be fired from their jobs. 

 

No Christian should ever make the mistake of modifying their belief about 

the Bible based upon government actions or political agendas. God’s Word will 

stand forever. Human opinions and morals come and go. They are different in 

different societies and in different time periods. The Bible is God’s written Word 

and its meaning does not change. 

 

The sin of the people Sodom and Gomorrah was in doing as they wished and 

believing that there would be no consequences. In one famous scene the men of the 

city demand that Lot hand over his two guests (who were good angels disguised as 

men) so that they could rape them. This is deeply sick behavior. Even when Lot 

offered his two daughters (a sinful decision on Lot’s part), the men of the city 

rejected the offer. They were so depraved that the very idea of having a woman 

was abhorrent to them.  

 

Some readers may be offended by the foregoing paragraphs. It is true that 

the Bible offers a view of homosexuality which is opposed to what many people 

believe. So what? Each person has to make the choice. Either believe God’s Word 

or believe the ever-shifting opinions of unbelievers. Whose creation are you? Who 

breathed life into you at birth? Who do trust with your soul? 

 

 God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah in a spectacular fashion (Gen, 19, 

Deut. 29). Jude is reminding us that God gave this example so that we would not 

repeat their mistake. The Christian cannot embrace anything which the Bible 

declares to be wrong. It does not matter how socially popular, financially 

beneficial or politically expedient sinful behavior is, if Christian churches embrace 

sin they will stray from the mission of spreading the Gospel to the whole world. 

 

8 
Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, 

and reject authority, and revile angelic majesties. 
9 
But Michael the 

archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body 



 | 11 P a g e

 

of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but 

said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 
10 

But these men revile the things which 

they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, 

like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed. 
11 

Woe 

to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have 

rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the 

rebellion of Korah. 
12 

These are the men who are 
[l]

hidden reefs in 

your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for 

themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn 

trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 
13 

wild waves of the sea, 

casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the 

black darkness has been reserved forever. Jude vv. 8-13 

In these verses Jude describes the unrepentant unbelievers in some detail. He 

gives three examples to illustrate the extent of their sins. They “defile the flesh and 

reject authority and revile angelic majesties”. Defiling the flesh is bad for a number 

of reasons. The human body of a Christian is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 

6:19). Defiling the flesh is another way of saying ‘abusing the body’. Why would 

we want to corrupt the vehicle which houses our mind and heart and soul?  

The rejection of authority is a common human trait. Many people have the 

innate desire to be in charge of themselves. The popular phrases ‘master of his own 

destiny’ and ‘truth is relative’ are reflections of the attitude of the natural man. A 

person really begins to think of there being absolute truth when they accept the 

idea that a Creator exists. When we see a supposed ‘Christian’ rejects the authority 

of the Bible, we know there is a problem. The person may be immature in their 

genuine faith and in need of instruction. Or they may be one of these who are 

described by Jude.  

“Revile angelic majesties” means they curse and say things against the 

angels. God created man with fewer capabilities than the angels. It isn’t that we are 

to only respect the good angels. As Jude shows us, even the archangel Michael did 

not bring any accusations against Satan, the strongest sinner of them all. Michael, 

with all is power, simply said “The Lord rebuke you.” This is the same Michael 

who will defeat Satan in the future (Dan. 12, Rev. 12). 

What is the result of all this rejection of God’s authority? It is pain and 

agony and ongoing suffering. The language is picturesque. These men have lost all 

logical thought processes where spiritual matters are concerned. They act like 

unreasoning animals. Their refusal to engage their minds leads to their destruction. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+1&version=NASB#fen-NASB-30686l
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11 
Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay

 
they 

have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the 

rebellion of Korah. Jude v. 11 

 

Jude again gives three examples to illustrate his point. These Old Testament  

historical reports are worth reading because they give more insight into what Jude 

is saying. Cain was the first murderer human being to commit murder. Abel and 

Cain his brother had both made sacrifices to God. The Lord accepted Abel’s 

sacrifice because it was made according to God’s wishes. Abel made a sacrifice 

because he was grateful to God (Heb. 11:4). Cain made a sacrifice according to his 

own desires. His sacrifice was rejected. Rather than repent and talk with God, Cain 

chose to feed his anger and go kill his brother. Jude says these men are acting like 

Cain. They want to do things their way, instead of following God’s instructions. 

 

 Balaam was an Old Testament prophet. He had received the gift of prophecy 

from God. Instead of being grateful and using his gift appropriately, Balaam sold 

himself to the enemies of the Jews. He agreed to go pronounce a prophecy against 

God’s chosen people in return for pay (Num. 22-24, 31). Jude says these men are 

seeking financial gain, as Balaam did. This is one reason why they lie about the 

Scriptures.  

 

 Korah was a priest who led a rebellion against Moses (Num. 16:1-40). 

Korah and many of the other priests attempted to take over leadership of the 

Hebrews. This was during their wanderings in the desert. God had specifically 

appointed Moses to lead, and everyone knew it. God had Moses move the rest of 

Israel away from Korah’s group. First the earth opened up underneath the families 

of the rebels. They went down and the earth closed over them. Then God burned 

Korah and his compatriots with fire. This was how God judged rebellion in that 

example. 

 

 Some people have accused God of being unjust in destroying the families of 

Korah and his men. It is not up to men and women to pass judgment on the 

Creator. If excising that portion of the population was the way to keep the rest 

from being infected, then so be it. We can look at it like this; if you have cancer do 

you want the surgeon to remove all of it, or just the active cells? You get rid of all 

the diseased cells because they cannot be recovered. When God removed all the 

families and possessions of Korah and his men, we can be sure that it was the 

perfect judgment and the best decision. 
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 Each of these three examples illustrates the cost of deciding to do things 

your own way. God gave specific, generous and loving instructions about how He 

is to be worshipped. There is great freedom within those statutes. It is only the very 

most stupidly arrogant people who decide that they can worship God in their own 

way, while simultaneously blessing sin, and lead others to do the same. To be sure, 

this is different than the person who worships God outside a certain denomination, 

or who doesn’t practice certain non-required rituals. For example, a Christian may 

pray silently or out loud. Either way is fine. If a person says they worship God in 

their own way, but they still hold to the truth of the Bible, fine. The problem is 

when worshipping God in your own way means rejecting God’s authority and 

embracing sin. 

 

 
12 

These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when 

they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without 

water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly 

dead, uprooted; 
13 

wild waves of the sea, casting up their own
 
shame 

like foam; wandering stars, for whom the
 
black darkness has been 

reserved forever. Jude vv.12-13 

 

 Jude gives more descriptions of the false believers. The language is clear. 

These people do not have any fear of lying about God. They have ignored their 

conscience for so long that we cannot expect them to listen to reason. “wandering 

stars for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever” is an especially 

frightening thought. God established the stars and their places (Ps. 8:3, Ps. 147:4,  

Jer. 31:35). Each star has its own unique position within its galaxy. But there are 

comets, or ‘shooting stars’, which roam throughout space. With no fixed position 

these wandering stars have no foundation, no home and eventually burn up or are 

smashed when they crash into another solid body. This is an apt description of 

people who lie about God’s Word.  

 

14 
It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation 

from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with
 
many 

thousands of His holy ones, 
15 

to execute judgment upon all, and to 

convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have 

done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly 

sinners have spoken against Him.” 
16 

These are grumblers, finding 

fault, following after their own lusts;
 
they speak arrogantly, flattering 

people for the sake of gaining an advantage. Jude vv.14-16
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The quotation from Enoch is not found in the Bible. It comes from a 

document tiled the First Book of Enoch. This book was written in the first century 

BC, or approximately one hundred years before the birth of Jesus. Jude is using it 

as an example of how old the prophecies are about these types of people. Enoch 

was one of two people whom God personally took to heaven (Gen. 5:24). The 

other person is Elijah (2 Ki. 2:1-12). There was something very special and holy 

about Enoch. Jude uses the quote to further support his argument of why Christians 

should not listen to those who spread lies.
 

 Whenever you listen to someone preach or teach, pay special attention to 

anything causes you to have a question. Write down your thoughts and look up that 

topic in the Bible. Don’t just assume that the preacher or teacher has everything 

exactly right. Confirm and verify.  

16 
These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; 

they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an 

advantage. Jude v. 16 

Gaining an advantage over other people is the opposite of what Jesus calls 

Christians to do.  

17 
But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken 

beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
18 

that they were 

saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following after 

their own ungodly lusts.” 
19 

These are the ones who cause divisions, 
worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit. Jude vv.17-19 

The presence of these heretics in the churches should not be a surprise. The 

apostles warned us that this kind of person would come into the Christian 

fellowships and seek to destroy them from within. Rather than be surprised by evil 

Christians should learn to recognize and deal with it appropriately as soon as it 

occurs.  

 
20 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, 

praying in the Holy Spirit, 
21 

keep yourselves in the love of God, 

waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal 

life. 
22 

And have mercy on some, who are doubting; 
23 

save others, 

snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, 
hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. Jude vv. 20-23 
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 This is how we are supposed to deal with false preachers, lying teachers and 

other types of willful liars. First, we are to build our faith by praying in the Holy 

Spirit. Second we are to keep ourselves in the love of God. Stated another way, it is 

our responsibility as Christians to pray, read study and discuss the Bible, help one 

another and do everything we can to love each other in a good, platonic and holy 

way. We are brothers and sisters.  

 

 Jude gives examples of three types of people who are being misled by 

unbiblical beliefs. These are the sort of people whom are usually receptive to 

hearing the truth from the Bible. Learn to recognize these different manifestations 

of unbelief so that you will be more effective in your efforts to help them. 

 

 Some people may doubt the truth of the Bible. To these folks we are to show 

love and compassion. Approach them with the Scriptures in a gentle way. Many of 

you were saved by this approach. Other people are deep in their sin, but are still 

willing to listen to the Gospel. They know they are in trouble and they want help. 

These are the ones whom we can snatch out of the fire.  

 

“and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted 

by the flesh.” Jude v.23 

 

These are the people with hardened minds, stubborn and convinced that they 

are right. Sometimes the only way to reach this sort of man or woman is by 

invoking fear. For many centuries it was church practice to shun, or put someone 

aside for a while. This was done when a person insisted on continually sinning 

without showing any desire to repent to God for their behavior. Like many other 

church practices shunning can and has been abused when specific congregations 

exceeded the intent of the action, which is to lovingly and patiently correct 

someone who is purposely sinning. 

 

More modern methods of ‘having mercy with fear’ include not allowing 

preachers to preach if they are actively pursuing sin. This is the idea that teachers 

and preachers should live their faith consistently. What does it say to an unsaved 

person when the preacher, whom they know to be an adulterer for example, claims 

to have a Word from God? You cannot have it both ways. If you proclaim the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, whether in the pulpit or in the workplace, and you also 

actively pursue sin, people will not believe your words.  
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 “…hating even the garment polluted by the flesh” 

 

 What is the garment polluted by the flesh? It may be the clothes that the 

person was wearing. It is also possible that Jude is referring to anything which is 

produced by an unsaved person. People are incapable of doing anything good apart 

from God (John 15:5).   Everything an unbeliever does, even the things which 

seem good, is tainted by their ongoing status as people who are separated from 

God. The idea is that when someone becomes a Christian, everything from their 

former way of life must come into question. The believer has a duty to remove 

everything and anything from their life that might cause them to run back into the 

arms of sin.  

24 
Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make 

you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 
25 

to 

the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 

majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. 

Amen. Jude vv. 24-25 

This is a beautiful prayer. God is able to keep us from stumbling.  There is 

no need for us as individuals of for the church to ever get away from the truth. Not 

only is the Lord able to keep us from stumbling, He goes even further. God makes 

us stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy. Do you understand 

what the word ‘blameless’ means in this context? It means that the Christian will 

not suffer the eternal penalty for his or her sins. Jesus already paid the penalty for 

us.  

Are you a Christian? To be absolutely sure that you are going to heaven 

when you die, follow these steps. 

 Confess to God that you have sinned. Romans 3:23 “For all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

 Understand that sin separates you from God. There is 

nothing you can do to repair the gap between you and Him. 

If you die without the sin problem being fixed, you spend 

eternity in hell. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”   
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 Repent of your sins. This means you ‘turn away’ from 

actively pursuing sin. Tell the Lord you do not want to be a 

slave to sin any longer. Ask Him to break the chains.   

 Accept in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus 

paid the penalty for your sins, “
 
For Christ also died for sins 

once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us 

to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive 

in the spirit;” (1 Pet. 3:18).  “But what does it say? “THE 

WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”—

that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you 

confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your 

heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 
10 

for with the heart a person believes, resulting in 

righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 

salvation.” (Rom. 10:8-10)  

 

Conclusion 

Jude shows us that there is a threat of heresy within the church. Heresy will 

lead to apostasy, falling away from God. The way to deal with these ongoing 

threats is to make sure every Christian studies, understands and applies the Bible to 

our daily lives. In verses 20-23 Jude gives seven specific things to do which will 

help the church remain true to the Lord. 

 Build yourselves up in the faith (study the Bible) 

 Pray in the Holy Spirit 

 Keep yourselves in the love of God (let His love flood your heart) 

 Live with an attitude of expectation for the return of Jesus 

 Have compassion on the unbelievers who doubt  

 Have mercy with fear on the hardened unbelievers 

 Remember that God does not use anything that is produced solely 

by human efforts (the garment polluted by the flesh) 

Ignoring biblical principles is always a bad idea. Giving in to popular 

opinions and unbiblical societal demands will always cause the unbelievers to 

doubt whether the God of the Bible is the true God. Churches must present the 

Gospel as it is given in Scripture and not warp the biblical text in misguided efforts 

to fit in with a sinful, dark and ever-degenerating culture. 
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