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Introduction  

Matthew 5:10-12 and 5:43-48 are part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. It was in these verses 

that Jesus clarified the standards of behavior for His followers.
1
 Not only does Jesus expect 

Christians to not seek revenge but He commands them to love their enemies. The problem 

encountered in these verses is that Jesus’ instructions appear to be unrealistic. For most modern 

day readers of the gospel these passages make little sense until a thorough level of instruction has 

been provided by their mentors, Bible study leaders or clergy. The purpose of this paper is to 

examine the true meaning of these verses, their significance to 1
st
 century Christians and their 

application for modern day Christians. In order to meet these goals it is necessary to examine the 

Greek text, build a hypothesis of the life-setting of Matthew’s community, study the conformity 

of 5:10-12, 43-48 with OT and NT and build a theory of how the verses should be applied by 

modern Christians.  

What the text says 

The passages Matt. 5:10-12, 5:43-48 and Luke 6:22-23, 6:27-36 are best understood by 

examining the Greek text. The Greek version of Matt 5:10-12, 43-48 with the English word 

equivalents is
2
: 

 



Blessed (are) those   being persecuted   because   of righteousness   for   of them



  is        the   kingdom            of Heaven          Blessed     are you  when they will reproach 



 you,  and      persecute, and   shall say  every     evil           word      against



you         lying,           because of Me.      Rejoice   and    be very glad     for  the



 reward   of you is great    in            Heaven                 for they persecuted     the   

  

prophets before you 

 



      You have heard that   it was said, “You shall love the   neighbor    of you  and,  



you shall hate   the  enemy    of you;           I   but    say    to you,   Love         the



enemies   of you, bless        the ones     cursing                  you,        well         do



to the ones hating      you,      and     persecuting      you;            so that   you may 



 be sons of the  Father    of you        in  Heaven,    Because the      sun  



of Him   He makes rise   on    the evil        and   the good,   and  sends rain on    the just
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and the unjust           If    for     you love      the ones       loving            you, what



reward have you?    Not   even the  tax-collectors the    same do?                 And  if 



 you greet        the     brothers     of you    only     what    exceptional   do you?



Not    even  the tax-collectors     so        do?                   Be      then you      perfect, even as



 the  Father of you  in    Heaven       perfect    is. 

 

It is obvious that translating the Greek words directly into English results in a basic 

understanding of the Greek text. To gain further clarity it is necessary to rearrange the words 

according to the rules of English grammar. This rearrangement has resulted in various 

translations including the KJV and NASB. When these translations are compared, it becomes 

obvious that the NASB best preserves the meaning of Greek text for 21
st
 century readers

3
. Below 

are the passages as presented in the NASB
4
. 

 

5:10-12 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you. 

5:43-48 You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy’. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so 

that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise 

on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if 

you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 

collectors do the same? If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 

others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Therefore you are to be perfect, as 

your heavenly Father is perfect.  

The words of the text are clear. But what do the verses actually mean? Further understanding 

may be gained by examining the surrounding context of the gospel of Matthew. Matt 5:10-12 

reminds readers that worldly people enjoy their prejudices so much that peacemakers are not 

always welcome. In fact,  opposition is an integral part of the life of a disciple of Jesus. It is as 

normal as hungering for righteousness or being merciful. Disciples of Jesus are not to commit 

retaliation, but are to exhibit what God defines as a reasonable response of faith.  

The antithesis in Matt 5:43-48 differs from previous antitheses
5
 in that Jesus stated the goal 

and the basis for following his teaching Christians are to be like the Father in having genuine 

love for their enemies. The Greek word istranslated as ‘perfect’. In this example the 

word most likely means ‘whole’ or ‘total’. The equivalent Hebrew word was used in OT to refer 
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to perfect ethics (i.e. Gen 6:9; 17:1). The same word was also used to denote completeness (i.e. 

Lev 23:15; Josh 10:13).
6
 Clearly, the call is for Christians to exercise behavior toward their 

enemies which is completely within the will and commandments of the Lord.   

Matt 5:10-12, 43-48 show a stark contrast between the oral tradition of the Jews with what 

seems to be a new set of priorities. Jesus emphasizes loving one’s enemies and concludes with a 

command to pursue the perfection of the Father. The practices of loving one another and loving 

God are the most important aspects of Christian conduct. Instead of demanding justice or 

committing retaliation, disciples of Jesus are expected to live a life governed by the grace of God. 

Jesus led by example. His fulfillment of this idea of non-retaliation is evident in passion 

narrative. His disciples are called to follow His example.  

 

The meaning to Matthew’s original audience 

 

What exactly did Matthew’s report of Jesus’ teaching mean to his 1
st
 century readers? In 

order to answer this question it is helpful to examine the social, political and cultural conditions 

extant at the time. By the latter half of the first century the term Messiah had become a term for a 

descendant of David. Those Jews who believed in the coming of a Messiah did not anticipate that 

he would suffer, much less be murdered by his enemies. Their hope was in a military commander 

who would wreak vengeance on the enemies of Israel. Part of Matthew’s purpose was to show 

that their standard of measurement was incorrect. 

Matthew took as his starting point his belief that Jesus was the Messiah prophesied by OT 

scripture. Jesus deliberately opposed false teaching in order to clarify the true meaning of God’s 

commandments. The Old Testament had been diluted and its true meaning hidden by the teachers 

of the law. When Matthew wrote he was careful to point out that the difference between Jewish 

oral tradition and the holy scriptures ran deep. In fact the difference was essential to the power of 

the religious rulers and teachers. By making oral tradition of greater importance than scripture 

these false shepherds had built a vault around the truth. A vault to which only they had the key. It 

was against this situation that Jesus preached.  

Regarding the Old Testament itself, Matthew may at first appear to contradict Exod 21:23-

25. However careful study of Exod 21 and the surrounding chapters reveal a key point. The 

judgments given in this passage are to be administered by judges. The punishments are not to be 

inflicted by private individuals acting of their own will. In Lev 24:20 the Lord gives an example 

where He acts as judge and the congregation of Israel carry out the punishments. Deut 32:35 tells 

readers that vengeance belongs to God. To further hammer the point home, God gave the Jews 

strict commandments to let the judges carry out the sentences, and not to take their own revenge. 

Key verses include Lev 19:18, Deut 19:15-21 and Prov 24:29. Only God, and the judges He 

appoints, have God’s permission to render punishments. 

Prophecy in the OT prepared the setting for God's fulfillment of His redemptive work in the 

Messiah. However, during the long period between the Testaments, Israel’s messianic hopes 

gradually, but surely, took on a different expectation. The  Jews were looking for a political 

Messiah who would deliver them from the oppression of Rome. He was expected to reestablish 

the Davidic kingdom after destroying God’s enemies After centuries of bondage and oppression 

by foreign powers, the Savior would deliver them. After destroying His enemies He would 
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occupy the throne of God in Jerusalem. There would be great signs and wonders and Israel would 

rule the world under his sovereign power.
7
  

Who were the original readers of Matthew? (footnote WBC lxiv). The contents of the gospel 

give several clues which support the theory that the first readers were Jewish Christians. Among 

the clues are: the emphasis on fulfillment of OT and the quotations which show Jesus as the 

Messiah and his ministry as the beginning of the messianic age; Jesus’ right relationship to the 

law and his call to righteousness; Matthew’s omission of any explanation of Jewish customs (cf. 

15:2 with Mark 7:3-4); and the inclusion of discussions which are presented in rabbinic patterns 

(i.e. 19:3-9). Further support for this theory includes Matthew’s genealogy and infancy 

descriptions which may have been written to refute claims of Jesus’ illegitimacy 

and the resurrection narrative which directly contradicted the Jewish claim that Jesus’ bod7y had 

been stolen. Given these clues it certainly seems probable that the original readers were Jewish 

Christians.  

Some expositors have theorized that Matthew was written to a mixed, or even a gentile 

audience. This is not completely impossible since the contents of the gospel do help even non-

Jewish Christians to better understand the life and teachings of Christ. The fact remains that there 

is little in Matthew which appears to have, as its reason for existence, a gentile readership. The 

theory of a gentile audience also does not account for the particularist sayings  

(discussed in the ‘life setting’ section of this paper).  

 

The Life-Setting of Matthew’s Community 

 

At the approximate time of writing, sometime between 60-90AD, (footnote), Matthew’s 

world was under Roman law. They also served an ostensibly Jewish king.
8
  

It is difficult to gain a precise understanding of Matthew’s community. Many theories have been 

proposed (footnote WBC, lxv and references) but none can be proven. The best theories 

are supported by biblical and extra-biblical sources (footnote Josephus, etc).  

One of the great challenges in comprehending Matthew’s impact on his original readers is 

the accurate reconstruction of their life setting. A convincing hypothesis must account for the 

relationship between particularism and universalism within the text, and the related problem of 

the tension between Israel and the Church. The extent to which a proposed life-setting theory 

explains the material in the gospel is a key measure of its plausibility. 

Regarding particularism, Matthew is the only gospel which records Jesus’ command to 

restrict his and his disciples’ ministry to Israel (Matt 10:5-6). Later in the narrative (Matt 15:24) 

Jesus at first rejects the request of a gentile woman saying: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.”  This attitude was contradictory to that of Matthew’s day, when evangelism 

to the gentiles was an ongoing reality,  

In apparent opposition to  particularism is the universalism which is implicit in the gospel. 

Matthew makes it clear that the good news of the Christ is for gentles as well as Jews. which 

include Christ’s genealogy which contains gentile names (Ruth and Rahab1:5); the magi (2:1-

12); the Roman centurion (8:5-13); the verses “and in His name the gentiles will hope (12:21) 

and the “field is the world” (13:38); the Roman soldiers’ confession (27:54) and the parables of 

the tenants (21:33-43) and the wedding feast (22:1-10).  Jesus came first to Israel and then 
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expanded His ministry to gentiles. Verses such as 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  show 

how the implicit universal application of Christ’s message became explicit to the readers. 

The second main issue in constructing a theory of life-setting is the relationship between 

Israel and the Church. In Matthew there is an apparent attack against the Jews. Verses 8:11-12 

speak of the transference of the messianic kingdom from Israel to those who believe in Jesus as 

Lord and Savior “…while the heirs of the kingdom will thrown into the outer darkness…”. Other 

examples of the transference of the kingdom from the unbelieving Jews include Matt 21:41-43; 

and 22:9. Verse 27:25, recorded only in Matthew, states “Then the people as a whole answered: 

‘His blood be on us and on our children!’” an answer which has been used to promote anti-

Semitism ever since. 

Since the kingdom was transferred to those who believed a new community formed. This new 

community, the Church, and the Jews stood in tension. Statements such as “their synagogues” 

(Matt 4:23; 9:35; 10:17; 12:9; 13:54) and “the Jews to this day” (28:15) were used to draw the 

distinction between Christians and Jews. Matthew also gives his readers a clear picture of the 

contemporary attitude and viewpoint of the Pharisees, presenting them as the main opponents of 

Jesus. History indicates that the Pharisees dominated Judaic theology after the destruction of 

Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
9
  

One key point in defining the life setting of Matthew’s readers is whether or not a clear and 

decisive separation between the Christian church and the synagogue had taken place.
10

 If the 

break had already taken place then Matthew’s readers would have been branded as heretics by 

their Jewish brethren. If the Christians had not yet been cast out of the synagogues, then such a 

break was not long in coming. Either way, the tension between the Christians and the Jews was 

certainly a significant feature of every day life to Matthew’s readers.  

The evangelist's community thus shared in two worlds, the Jewish and the Christian. 

Although the members of this community saw their Christianity as the true fulfillment of 

Judaism, they were also very conscious that they had broken with their unbelieving brothers and 

sisters. They were struggling to define and defend a Jewish Christianity to the Jews, on the one 

hand, and to realize their identity with gentile Christians on the other. This twofold challenge 

explains the basic tensions encountered in the Gospel. Jews and Jewish-Christians tended to view 

their identity within the context of their sphere of influence. 

Matthew was careful to describe the type of king Jesus came to be and the nature of the 

kingdom He came to establish. The rabbis had misinterpreted the law. It was their contention 

retaliation was commanded.  Jesus claimed that the OT teaching was never intended to order 

personal vengeance but that it was given to put a limit on violence. Jesus taught a "Christian      

retaliation" by which actual good is given in return for evil. Because Christians are God's 

children they are to love and pray for their enemies. The central teaching is that no act of worship 

is acceptable to God while the worshipper is wrongly related to his fellow man. 
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The call is for Christians to exercise behavior toward their enemies which is completely 

within the will and commandments of the Lord. This is an ethic that will lead to spiritual growth 

in those who exercise it. Following this commandment will cause Christians to shine their light 

in dark places, glorifying the Father. 

The disciples are told not to reclaim lost honor through revenge. They are to lay down public 

honor and live with the attributed shame that results from not following the world’s standards. In 

doing so they receive greater honor from God. Jesus commands them to live on a higher level 

than that of honor and shame contests. Jesus requires uncompromised trust in God. Seeking 

human-attributed honor has a way of blinding a person to the reality of their condition. 

Nothing exceptional is accomplished when one returns good for good. Doing so simply 

means one is following worldly standards. Jesus calls his disciples to a more radical level of love 

that includes loving even the unrighteous. Jesus’ statements did not contradict Old Testament. 

They clarified and revealed the meaning of the scriptures. Matthew’s readers must have seen this 

for what it was, a challenge to the self-proclaimed righteousness and authority of the religious 

elite. Quite different from the burdensome rules and oral traditions created by men, Jesus’ 

teachings showed the way to achieve a better relationship with God by building better 

relationships with people. 

 

How the text fits with other NT verses 

Jesus pointed the way to developing Christian feelings towards an enemy when He said to 

pray for those who persecute you  and those who curse you.
11

   In addition to Matthew, other 

Christians addressed this difficult concept.. Examples include Rom 12:17-21, 1 Thess 5:15-18 

and 1 Peter 3:8-16, Luke 6:22-23< Gal 6:7 and John 15:18-27. As is the case with all holy 

scripture it can be helpful to examine the Greek text. This example from Luke demonstrates how 

the same command reported in Matt 5:10-12 was presented to the Gentile Christians.
12

  

 



        Blessed       are you   when       hate           you          men,       and when   they cut off  



you,     and     will reproach, and    cast out      the name     of you   as      evil, on account of 



the   Son      of man.              Rejoice   in   that            day     and   leap (for joy).  Behold,







For the reward of you much   in    Heaven;  according to these things For did   to the 

prophets



the fathers   of them.
13


 

Just as Matthew’s gospel is intricately and perfectly linked with the OT, it is also perfectly 

linked with the other books of the NT. The significance of this fact is that Jewish Christians and 
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Gentile Christians can clearly see that the commands of God are for all Christians. 

 

How Should Christians Apply the Text Today?   

For a Christian who wishes to experience spiritual growth, obedience to God’s commands is 

not optional. So how should these commands be applied today? Jesus’ directions are not usually 

the kind that can be automatically applied. These particular instructions are no different, they 

require careful thought and deliberate planning. Christ asks us to sacrifice many things, but never 

our minds. What we must do is allow our thinking to be conformed to His because when careful 

thought is used in accordance with the mind of Christ, the resulting behavior will be in the will of 

God. 

The life of a successful Christian is be characterized by submission to God and a lack of 

self-righteousness. Matthew presents Jesus Christ as offering a yoke that is both heavy and light 

(Matt 11:28-30). Part of this yoke is the fact that Christians are to love their enemies and do good 

to those who hate them. But what exactly is the application for modern day Christians? Was the 

commandment simply intended for those 1
st
 century Christians who needed to evangelize the 

world in the face of extreme opposition? Many of the early Christians had to flee for their lives, 

others were caught and tortured before being murdered. The command to love one’s enemies and 

stand firm in the face of persecution was a necessity for the growth of Christianity. So how is one 

to know if the same commandments (Matt 5:10-12, 43-48) are still in effect today? 

 The first step in answering this question is to review the characteristics of Jesus’ 

ministry. His ministry was authoritative. His authority was clearly greater than that of Mosesand 

the Pharisees
14

. Jesus demonstrated His power over demons, death nature and illness.  His 

ministry demanded a response from all people,  persons could not remain unaffected
15

. It was 

self-sacrificial.
16

 It was filled with personal integrity
17

. Following  Jesus requires spending time 

with Him and aligning yourself against His opponents in the manner which He has defined.
 18

 In 

doing this you will experience persecution. You will also learn from God and grow closer in your 

relationship with Him. Aligning oneself against the enemies of God is not the same as having a 

mean-spirited attitude. Rather it is being in agreement with God’s opposition to evil.
19

 Christians 

will be hated because they are followers of a leader who was hated
20

 

As is described in Matt 22:37-39 love for God and one’s neighbor are the greatest 

commandments of God Disciples were expected to serve in a climate of opposition and with a 

sense of God’s impending judgment. Look at how high God puts the standard. Not only does He 

disapprove of Christians doing harm to their enemies but He also demands that His followers 

actually do good to those who hate Him. It seems obvious that God wants us to develop love in 

Christians’ hearts. This development will manifest itself in all kinds of godly deeds and works.  

The world persecutes Christians because we refuse to approve of their evil beliefs and 

behaviors. Spiritually strong Christians are to praise nothing but the gospel and Christ. Anyone 

who desires to grow close to Christ must not let himself be scared off by contempt, ingratitude or 
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persecution. The reason is that the devil is an angry spirit. Satan cannot stand seeing people enter 

the kingdom of God. Even more than that, the devil hates seeing Christians grow in their faith. If 

you want to be God’s children then we must be prepared to suffer. But whatever suffering the 

devil can bring is nothing at all compared with God’s eternal blessing. As Martin Luther said 

“No matter how hard their head, our is still harder.”
21

 

The good news for modern Christians is that God is winning. The devil has mobilized his 

whole hellish army in an attempt to prevent Jesus’ victory from spreading further. When 

Christians suffer for God’s sake, it is helpful to remember that the world’s hatred is not aimed at 

the church, its members and its shepherds. It is aimed at Jesus Christ.  From a human perspective 

it  may seem that anti-Christian attacks are a case of men fighting with men, but there is more 

happening. The real fight is between Satan and God. This is why our Redeemer, Jesus, is the 

most-slandered and most-hated person. The devil is a murderer and a liar. The devil hides behind 

men and because Jesus’ miracle of resurrection cannot be denied the only thing left is for the 

devil to throw doubt upon the modern day relevance of His commands. It would be a mistake on 

our part to think that we could have a share in God's kingdom without really and personally 

calling Christ our Lord and standing firm in the face of opposition. 

In dealing with enemies it is helpful to realize that the person who does you harm is doing so 

in opposition to the commands of Jesus. If you do the same, you are sinning against God as much 

as your enemy man has sinned against you. God Himself will take vengeance. No one has ever 

escaped the wrath of God. So why should you get angry with your enemy when the anger of God, 

“immensely greater and more severe than the anger and punishment of the whole world, will 

already come upon the enemy and avenge itself more thoroughly then you ever could?”.
22

 

To further comprehend the application of Matt5:10-12, 43-48 it is useful to remember that the 

enemy has not injured you even a fraction as much as he has injured God. There is not a single 

Christian who has to put up with what God suffers every day from evil men. Not only are His 

possessions and all His creatures misused for sinful and shameful ends; but also the very men 

who have these possessions in the greatest abundance - kings, lords, and princes - hate Him and 

His Word. Those who persecute Christians are in competition with God. God loves all His 

creation and wants everyone to be saved. This is why Christians are to have pity and pray for 

their enemies to be rescued from their spiritual blindness and eternal damnation. The best way to 

destroy an enemy is to turn him into a friend by helping make his life better. Doing good for 

enemies allows Christians the opportunity to witness to the life-changing power of Jesus Christ. 

The next question to be asked is what to do about the fact that the scriptures show Christ and 

the prophets speaking against their enemies? Hating the enemies of God is proper to a public 

person and to an office that has been divinely established such as a judge or the president of a 

country. Christians in such positions must publicly defend the laws of God. This often includes 

using public resources to pursue justice. If a public official, appointed by God,  says that 

evildoers must be punished for their proven attacks, and then does everything in his power to 

make it happen, then that official is acting within the will of God. This is very different than a 

private citizen acting as judge and conducting retaliation against his enemy. 

We have seen that God’s reconciling activity must be understood in terms of the humiliation and 

exaltation of Jesus Christ. God has reconciled the world to himself through Christ and he will 

win the ultimate victory in his final coming."" The Christian's concern should be to be obedient 
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to his commission an mission, recognizing that God is always faithful. The proper understanding 

of the law is achieved when mercy and love are used as the keys for application and 

interpretation of the commandments. The rewards of discipleship were  of infinitely greater value 

than anything the world could offer. Discipleship gives a knowledge of God attained in no other 

way.
23

 

Love of the enemy is the only way to overcome him. Man in union with God is marked by 

the stamp of love. Love is the reconciliation of man with God in Jesus. In this act of 

reconciliation man is brought to union with God and his relation to his neighbor is transformed. 

The main question for Christians to ask when dealing with other people is this: ‘Is my action 

helping my neighbor become a man before God?’ 

 

Conclusion 

Enemies harass Christians but they cannot affect the security of the salvation of God’s 

children. People who persecute Christians do so out of a hatred against God. There is no valid 

reason to hate God. They hate the Lord because they are supremely selfish while He remains 

benevolent and this infuriates them. God dares to remain impartial and does not adhere to their 

self-righteous expectations. He also promises to punish them for their sins unless they come to 

repentance. 

 The meaning of Matt 5:10-12, 43-48 is crystal clear. The commands given in these verses 

are just as applicable today as they were in Matthew’s time. God expects believers to serve His 

kingdom purposes even when the method of obedience seems illogical. By doing good to their 

enemies Christians exhibit the  five characteristics of biblical ethics (personal, theistic, internal, 

future oriented, universal).
24

 In doing so, Christians demonstrate that their commitment to God 

extends even to acting in a way which is the complete opposite of what the world expects. 

Why should Christians trust God? Because He has saved them from eternal damnation. It is 

through disciplined and deliberate obedience to God’s directions that Christians can affect the 

whole world. Perseverance is a call to faithfulness, but also serves as an affirmation that in spite 

of our failures, God will bring His committed followers through the problems of life to their 

promised salvation in Christ. 

Recommendations for further research 

 

 Loving one’s enemies and doing good to them is a huge concept. A paper of this length can 

only scratch the surface of the subject. During the research phase of this paper the following 

areas for additional research were identified. A dedicated Christian could spend their lifetime  

working in any of these areas.  

1) Applying Matt 5:10-12, 43-48 to false teachers who claim to be Christians. There are 

many false teachers who claim to be Christians. Their distortion of scripture not only 

misleads people but actually leads to violence in some cases. An excellent service project 

would be to research some these groups and find effective methods of showing love and 

kindness towards them. By acting in a true Christian manner, a real believer could help the 

misled to see the error of their thinking. One candidate for a ‘love effort’ is the group Truth 

in History of Springdale Arkansas. This group teaches that only people of Scandinavian 
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descent can be saved and that Jesus was not a Jew. Other false Christian teachers include the 

leaders of Unity Christian Church, Riverbend Baptist Church and New Hope South, all 

located in Austin, Texas. These three churches hold that there is no hell and therefore no 

damnation for those who reject God. 

2) Applying Matt 5:10-12, 43-48 to helping misled Christians. Some preachers know 

they are lying, others think they are truly following God but are misled. An apparent 

example of the latter is Pastor Fred Phelps of Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka, Kansas. 

He claims to “adhere to the teachings of the Bible, preach against all form of sin (e.g., 

fornication, adultery, sodomy), and insist that the doctrines of grace be taught publicly to all 

men”. The problem is that Phelps’ concept of grace does not include showing genuine love 

for his enemies.  

3) Applying Matt 5:10-12, 43-48 to homosexuals who attack Christians. This is a major 

effort in the devil’s war against God. On the internet and in gay strongholds such as San 

Francisco, Miami and Austin the gay community has taken slander against Christians to a 

whole new level. These people have gone so far from God that they call good ‘evil’ and call 

evil ‘good’. 

4) Applying Matt 5:10-12, 43-48 to  managers of companies which routinely persecute 

Christians. A sad fact of American business is that some major corporations choose to 

openly harass their Christian employees. This largely unreported problem may be more 

extensive than anyone realizes. If Christians can demonstrate to company executives the 

benefits  of godly behavior and ethics, some companies may change their treatment of 

Christian employees.  

5) Applying Matt 5:10-12, 43-48 to Moslems. This is a key area, especially in light of 

recent attacks on the United States. While some Moslems claim to be peaceful others 

demand the death of all Christians. Over the centuries many Christians have tried to 

bring the gospel message to Moslems. Much research has been published and more can 

certainly be done.  

 

Additional opportunities for identifying anti-Christian teachings can be found by typing in  

key words  ‘Jesus hate’ into http://www.google.com and http://www.excite.com. 

 

 

 


