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The purpose of this paper is to present my view of the source and type of inspiration 

involved in the writing of the Bible. For purposes of this paper the terms ‘scriptures’ and ‘Bible’ 

are equivalent. Inspiration is defined as the communication of truth from God to man. 

God had to reveal Himself to people in order for people to know about Him. The Bible is 

God’s written revelation of Himself to man. It contains no errors or contradictions. Although 

some have argued against the infallibility of the Bible there has not yet been a proven case where 

the text has been shown to be in error. The sixty six books of the Protestant Bible contain 

interwoven themes, subjects, stories and prophecies. The books were recorded by different men in 

different styles of writing. The total time span covered during the writing of the scriptures has 

been estimated at 1600 years. The fact that these books never contradict one another is evidence 

of supernatural activity. Any other written work can be shown to contain errors. It is nothing 

short of miraculous that the Bible has survived intact through the centuries. While there are 

differences in specific terms among the major translations (KJV, NIV, NASB, RSV) careful 

inductive study of the text reveals that meaning of the text remains the same.  

 Jesus Christ was both 100% human and 100% divine. This fact demonstrated God’s 

unique relationship to man. The Bible reflects this relationship in that each word is both 100% 

divine and 100% human. It is divine in the respect that it was “…God-breathed…” (2 Tim 3:16). 

It is human in the respect that the style of each writer is clearly revealed. It is because of these 

differences in style that each human being can find at least one section of scripture, or one writer 

to whom they can relate. It seems probable that God used multiple authors as a means of 

providing readers with real-life examples of His perfect love, mercy, grace and justice.  
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What do the scriptures say about themselves? Some examples are “I (God) spoke it” 

Jeremiah 25:13, “The Lord Almighty says this...” Jer 25:8, “...God spoke …” Hebrews 1:1, “For 

this is what the Sovereign LORD says...” Ezekiel 26:7, “I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth 

disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 

the Law until everything is accomplished.” Matthew 5:18 and John 10:35 “…and the Scripture 

cannot be broken...” Careful study of these verses, and their context, leads to the conclusion that 

divine inspiration of the scriptures is possible, probable, credible and necessary Man has a natural 

longing for spiritual satisfaction. God alone can fill that need. His Bible is one of the tools which 

He uses to develop spiritual maturity in His children.  

 Having accepted the premise that the scriptures are inerrant, and that such perfection 

could only have come from God, the next issue is how God transmitted the information to the 

writers. The major theories of inspiration can be described as Natural Intuition, Illumination, 

Concept, Dynamic, Neo-Orthodox, Partial, Dictation and Verbal Plenary. There are of course 

combinations of these theories but these represent the main lines of thinking.  

 A brief description of each theory is helpful at this point. Natural Intuition holds that 

natural insight is the only source of religious truth. The self-contradiction is that different people 

have different insights. Therefore what one person holds true another person may hold to be false. 

This eliminates absolute truth and does not explain the fact that the scriptures never contradict 

themselves.  

Illumination theory holds that the writers, but not the writings, were inspired. Concept theory 

proposes that God inspired the concepts but let the writers choose the words. The influence of the 

Holy Spirit was limited to a heightening of the writers’ normal abilities. Dynamic Inspiration 

theory holds that the scriptures contain divine and human elements but that inspiration did not 
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extend to the selection of the words used. Both of these views leave room for human errors to be 

recorded in the Bible.  

Neo-Orthodox theory views the scriptures as time-bound. In this theory God is seen as 

speaking through the fallible writings. Partial Inspiration does not accept the concept of inerrancy. 

In this theory something natural is raised by God above itself to suit His purposes. The result is 

not the Word of God but a document which contains both the Word of God and errors.  

Dictation theory holds that God prepared the human writers to use the words and styles 

that He selected. This view eliminates the writers as examples of godly men, reducing them to 

brainless recording machines. Dictation theory does not adequately account for the differences in 

style and language which are apparent in the Bible.  

 Any theory which allows for human errors to be introduced into the scriptures negates 

God’s ability to reveal His truth in written form. If the Bible contains errors, how can any portion 

of it be trusted? Who is to say which portions are in erroneous and which are not? The theories 

listed above do not satisfactorily address these questions. A theory which does address these 

questions is the Verbal Plenary theory. This is the theory that the Holy Spirit of God influenced 

the writers’ thoughts and their selection of the words they wrote. The divine influence was full 

and sufficient to secure God’s purposes. This theory is not the same as Dictation because Verbal 

Plenary allows for the influence of the writers’ personalities.  

Verbal Plenary theory stipulates that every word of the Bible is both fully divine and fully 

human. This theory holds up under close scrutiny for three main reasons. One, it is consistent with 

the scriptures view of themselves. For example, it supports Proverbs 30:5-6 “Every word of God 

is flawless…Do not add to His words” and Psalm 119:89 “Your word, O LORD, is eternal…”. 

Two, it allows for the use of the writers as human beings committed to God rather than as mere 
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recording machines. Three, it allows us to believe the writers when they speak of their own 

failings before God. 

Regarding the selection of words, there are many Bible verses which explicitly state that 

the Lord told the writers what to write. In Matthew 22:43-45 John 10:35 we see examples of 

Jesus basing His argument on a single word of scripture. These, and many other verses, 

demonstrate the importance and reverence which the writers and Jesus Christ gave to the 

scriptures. It is reasonable to propose that inspiration extended to the writers’ thoughts and their 

selection of words. The Bible text expresses the thoughts God intended to convey with infallible 

accuracy. The result is that the words, as well as the thoughts, are God’s revelation to us. 

If God did not direct the selection of the specific words, then the Bible could not be 

depended upon as an accurate and source of truth. This would create the problem of the 

humanizing of God. To say that God’s revelation contains errors is to say that God cannot be 

trusted. If God cannot be trusted, then how can any portion of scripture be trusted? If scripture 

cannot be trusted, what hope has man for salvation? Theories which do not allow for God’s role 

in word selection also do not allow for God’s control of His revelation of Himself.    

The fundamental point of the scriptures is that God is able, and desires, to enter into a 

practical, personal and vibrant relationship with each of us. Christianity is the means by which we 

can encounter the living Creator. Because we possess limited mental capacity, we cannot fully 

comprehend the glory and majesty of God through the use of human language. Since God chose 

to work within the limits of human language, it would seem necessary that He select the words 

which were used.  
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Although God chose the words, it does not follow that a reader necessarily understands 

everything they read in the Bible. Illumination, the transmission of God’s message to the reader, is 

essential to comprehending scripture. Because the subject of illumination is beyond the scope of 

this paper, it is sufficient to note that inspiration of the writer and illumination of the reader are 

factors in any study of the scriptures. Even though a reader may not fully comprehend the 

meaning of a passage, they can still understand the individual words. It is logical to say that  

God selected the words to present His message exactly. 

Did the writers always understand the impact of what they wrote? It seems that they did 

not. This fact does not contradict the Verbal Plenary theory. A writer can understand a thought 

well enough to record it without comprehending its significance. Verses such as Daniel 8:15; 

12:8, Zechariah 1:7-6:11 and 1 Peter 1:11 give us some insight into the inspiration process. There 

were times when the writers did not understand the visions which God showed to them. In 

obedience to God they wrote in accordance with His will. 

 Perhaps the most compelling point of the argument for Verbal Plenary inspiration is that it 

is the only theory which agrees with Jesus’ statements. If one accepts the biblical claims that Jesus 

is the Messiah, then one is bound by logic to accept Jesus’ statements. Christ testified to the truth 

and accuracy of the scriptures (John 6:63, 8:47, 12:48, 14:10, 17:8, Matt 5:18). It would be 

contradictory to the statements of Jesus for a reader to claim that the inspiration of the scriptures 

does not extend to both the concepts and the words. The inerrancy of the text demands that God 

chose His own words. 

 In the following pages, this author has presented quotes from various Christian writers.  
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"Look carefully into the Scriptures, which are the true utterances of the Holy Spirit." 
Clement of Rome[regn c91-c101],Letter to the Corinthians,45(A.D. 98),in ANF,I:17 
 
"But when you hear the utterances of the prophets spoken as it were personally, you must not 
suppose that they are spoken by the inspired themselves, but by the Divine Word who moves 
them." Justin Martyr, First Apology,36(A.D. 155), in ANF,I:175 
 
"We should leave things of that nature to God who created us, being most properly assured that 
the Scriptures are indeed perfect, since they were spoken by the Word of God and His Spirit; but 
we, inasmuch as we are inferior to, and later in existence than, the Word of God and His Spirit, 
are on that very account destitute of the knowledge of His mysteries." 
Irenaeus, Against Heresies,2,28:2(A.D. 180),in ANF,I:399 
 
"Moreover, concerning the righteousness which the law enjoined, confirmatory utterances are 
found both with the prophets and in the Gospels, because they all spoke inspired by one Spirit of 
God." 
Theophilus, To Autolycus,3:12(A.D. 181),in ANF,II:114 
 
"This teaching the apostle knows as truly divine. 'Thou, O Timothy,' he says, 'from a child hast 
known the holy letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith that is in 
Christ Jesus.' For truly holy are those letters that sanctify and deify; and the writings or volumes 
that consist of those holy letters and syllables, the same apostle consequently calls 'inspired of 
God, being profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished to every good work.' " 
Clement of Alexandria,Exhortation to the Greeks,9,82:1(A.D. 200),in ANF,II:196 
 
"What, then, is the Paraclete's administrative office but this: the direction of discipline, the 
revelation of the Scriptures, the reformation of the intellect, the advancement toward the 'better 
things?' " 
Tertullian, On the Veiling of Virgins,1:5(A.D. 213),in ANF,IV:27 
 
"They have treated the Divine Scriptures recklessly and without fear. They have set aside the rule 
of ancient faith;... But how daring this offense is, it is not likely that they themselves are ignorant. 
For either they do not believe that the Divine Scriptures were spoken by the Holy Spirit, and thus 
are unbelievers, or else they think themselves wiser than the Holy Spirit, and in that case what else 
are they than demoniacs?" 
Hippolytus of Rome, Against Artemon,Fragment in Eusebius' EH 5,28:15,18(A.D. 230),in 
NPNF2,I:248 
 
"Then, finally, that the Scriptures were written by the Spirit of God, and have a meaning, not such 
only as is apparent at first sight, but also another, which escapes the notice of most. For those 
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(words) which are written are the forms of certain mysteries, and the images of divine things." 
Origen, Fundamental Doctrines,1,Preface:8(A.D. 230),in ANF,IV:241 
 
"Reading and observing this, we certainly think that no one is to be restrained from the fruit of 
satisfaction, and the hope of peace, since we know, according to the faith of the divine Scriptures, 
God Himself being their author, and exhorting in them, both that sinners are brought back to 
repentance, and that pardon and mercy are not denied to penitents." 
Cyprian, To Antonianus,Epistle 51[55]:27(A.D. 252),in ANF,V:335 
 
"For although the sacred and inspired Scriptures are sufficient to declare the truth,--while there 
are other works of our blessed teachers compiled for this purpose, if he meet with which a man 
will gain some knowledge of the interpretation of the Scriptures, and be able to learn what he 
wishes to know,--still, as we have not at present in our hands the compositions of our teachers, 
we must communicate in writing to you what we learned from them,--the faith, namely, of Christ 
the Saviour; lest any should hold cheap the doctrine taught among us, or think faith. in Christ 
unreasonable." 
Athanasius, Against the Heathen,1(A.D. 318),in NPNF2,IV:4 
 
Now these the divinely-inspired Scriptures of both the Old and the New Testament teach us. For 
the God of the two Testaments is One, Who in the Old Testament foretold the Christ Who 
appeared in the New; Who by the Law and the Prophets led us to Christ's school. For before faith 
came, we were kept in ward under the law, and, the law hath been our tutor to bring us unto 
Christ. And if ever thou hear any of the heretics speaking evil of the Law or the Prophets, answer 
in the sound of the Saviour's voice, saying, Jesus came not to destroy the Law, but to fulfil it. 
Learn also diligently, and from the Church, what are the books of the Old Testament, and what 
those of the New." 
Cyril of Jerusalem, Catechetical Lectures,4:33(A.D. 350),in NPNF2,VII:26 
 
"We however, who extend the accuracy of the Spirit to the merest stroke and tittle, will never 
admit the impious assertion that even the smallest matters were dealt with haphazard by those 
who have recorded them" 
Gregory of Nazianzen, Oration II:105(A.D. 362),in NPNF2,VII:225 
 
"How can he who calls Scripture 'God-inspired,' because it was written through the inspiration of 
the Spirit, use the language of one who insults and belittles Him?" 
Basil, On the Spirit,21(A.D. 375),in NPNF2,VIII:34 
 
"How, then, does He not possess all that pertains to God, Who is named by priests in baptism 
with the Father and the Son, and is invoked in the oblations, is proclaimed by the Seraphim in 
heaven with the Father and the Son, dwells in the Saints with the Father and the Son, is poured 
upon the just, is given as the source of inspiration to the prophets? And for this reason in the 
divine Scripture all is called theopneustos because God inspires what the Spirit has spoken." 
Ambrose, On the Holy Spirit,3,16:112(A.D. 381),in NPNF2,X:151 
 
"The Scripture, 'given by inspiration of God,' as the Apostle calls it, is the Scripture of the Holy 
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Spirit, and its intention is the profit of men. For 'every scripture,' he says, 'is given by inspiration 
of God and is profitable'; and the profit is varied and multiform, as the Apostle says--'for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.' " 
Gregory of Nyssa, Against Eunomius,7:1(A.D. 384),in NPNF2,V:192 
 
"Knowing then these things, and collecting instances of the like kind from the inspired divine 
Scriptures (for it is possible to find many such examples in the case of various other persons) we 
deem that neither a difficulty arising from seasons or events, nor compulsion and force, nor the 
arbitrary authority of potentates furnish a sufficient excuse for us when we transgress." 
John Chrysostom, None can harm him who does not injure himself,(A.D. 406),in 
NPNF1,IX:283-4 
 
"And if a man in searching the Scriptures endeavors to get at the intention of the author through 
whom the Holy Spirit spoke, whether he succeeds in this endeavor, or whether he draws a 
different meaning from the words, but one that is not opposed to sound doctrine, he is free from 
blame so long as he is supported by the testimony of some other passage of Scripture. For the 
author perhaps saw that this very meaning lay in the words which we are trying to interpret; and 
assuredly the Holy Spirit, who through him spoke these words, foresaw that this interpretation 
would occur to the reader, nay, made provision that it should occur to him, seeing that it too is 
founded on truth. For what more liberal and more fruitful provision could God have made in 
regard to the Sacred Scriptures than that the same words might be understood in several senses, 
all of which are sanctioned by the concurring testimony of other passages equally divine?" 
Augustine, Christian Instruction,3,27:38(A.D. 426),in NPNF1,II:567 
 
"By the grace of the spirit they dived into the depths of God-inspired scripture and both 
themselves perceived its mind, and made it plain to all that are willing to learn." 
Theodoret of Cyr, To the Monks,Epistle 151(A.D. 431),in NPNF2,III:332 
 
"All Scripture, then, is 'given by inspiration of God and is also assuredly profitable.' Wherefore to 
search the Scriptures is a work most fair and most profitable for souls. For just as the tree planted 
by the channels of waters, so also the soul watered by the divine Scripture is enriched and gives 
fruit in its season, viz. orthodox belief, and is adorned with evergreen leafage, I mean, actions 
pleasing to God. For through the Holy Scriptures we are trained to action that is pleasing to God, 
and untroubled contemplation." 
John Damascene, Orthodox Faith,17(A.D. 743),in NPNF2,IX:89 
 
 

 

 


