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INTRODUCTION 

This paper presents a view of one of the major problems in the Christian church. This 

problem is the misconduct of clergy with respect to telling the truth. The problem may also be 

defined as "clergy who lie". Dishonesty is not a desirable trait for those in ministry. Following a 

discussion of the extent of the problem, a summary of the results of pastoral lying is presented. 

After this definition of the extent and results, the biblical perspective on lying is examined in 

detail. Finally, this author’s own plan for responding to the problem is offered for consideration.  

 

     DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM  

 The first step in addressing a problem is to understand the problem. In pursuit of this goal 

it is helpful to define the word “lie.” The noun “lie” may be defined as a statement which is not 

true. The verb “lie” may be defined as the act of stating an untruth. Because the word “lie” can 

be either a noun or a verb, it is important to be precise when discussing the topic of clergy who 

lie. The theory of Relativism holds that one person’s lie may be another person’s truth.1 

Therefore in order to avoid the pitfalls of Relativism this paper assumes the standpoint that truth 

is not relative. The lie and the liar are intricately linked to the concept of making untruthful 

statements. 

 Ethics is the study of the practices in which people should participate.2 In attempting to 

answer the question of what people should do, one must come to an understanding of the 

differences between right and wrong. If lying is to be considered as a “wrong” behavior, the 

                                                
 1 Dietrich Bonheoffer, Ethics (New York: Touchstone, 1995), 66.  
 2 Ann Farley-Parker, "Introduction to Christian Ethics"(Course notes for CNETH 4313, Spring 2003) 1.  
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reasons for classifying it as such must be clear and defensible. The study of Ethics has resulted in 

four major approaches to determining right from wrong. These are deontological, teleological, 

virtue, and emotivism.3 

 Deontological ethics holds that correct behavior is defined by law. The definition of what 

people ought to do is derived from their duty to obey the law. Teleological ethics includes the 

sub-categories of ethical egoism, utilitarianism, and relativism. Each of these approaches 

distinguishes right from wrong actions based on the expected results. Virtue ethics is an attempt 

to promote the pursuit of good habits. The goals of Virtue ethics are the development of 

character and the avoidance of vices. Emotivism bases the definitions of right and wrong on 

personal feelings.  

 It is clear that the different approaches to Ethics result in different definitions of right and 

wrong. Therefore, the definition of “lie” can also vary depending upon one’s approach to Ethics.  

This fact presents modern Christians with a problem. How are they to know when a Pastor is 

lying? What is the standard of truth? 

 

Who decides what is right and what is wrong? 

 The preceding discussion of the approaches to Ethics can be applied to the topic of lying. 

There are four major standpoints which have developed out of the study of Ethics.4 

• Lying is neither right nor wrong 

• Lying is usually wrong 

• Lying is only wrong sometimes 

                                                
 3 Ann Farley-Parker, "Approaches to Ethics" (Course notes for CNETH 4313, Spring 2003). 
 4 Norman Geisler, Ethics: Alternatives and Issues (Grand RapidsError! Main Document Only., MI: 
Zondervan, 1971) 13-18. 
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• Lying is always wrong 

The question is which view is correct? For people who want to believe in Christ as 

Savior, there must be a non-variable standard of truth. At an absolute minimum, the principle 

that people can only enter the kingdom of heaven through Jesus Christ must be truth. Otherwise 

Christianity has nothing upon which to stand. Likewise the Resurrection of Jesus must be an 

undisputable fact. If either of these Christian beliefs is untrue, then Christianity has no basis in 

reality. Therefore it is critical that Christians seek the standard of truth. 

 Any standard of truth stands in direct conflict with the first three views of lying.  In fact 

Christianity demands, through both Old Testament and New Testament passages, that Christians 

adopt the view that lying is always wrong. For Christians, God decides what is right and wrong. 

 To further investigate the question of who gets to define right and wrong, one may 

examine the writings of Dietrich Boenhoeffer. In his book, Ethics Boenhoeffer addresses the 

question “What is meant by telling the truth?”  He contends that people are taught from an early 

age, that telling the truth means different things in different circumstances.5 The “truth” one tells 

at home will not be identical to the “truth” one tells in public. This is because there are certain 

aspects of one’s life which are shared only within the family circle. The main point is that when 

people become adults they already have a habit of “telling the truth” differently in different 

situations.6  

 This learned trait can be used correctly or incorrectly. One may choose to conform to 

biblical standards. This is done by making sure one does not state untruths. Of course specific 

details and statements can be modified, just so long as they do not contain untruths. 

                                                
 5 Dietrich Bonheoffer, Ethics (New York: Touchstone, 1995), 259. 
 6 Ibid. 358-366. 
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Alternatively, one may choose to adopt “Satan’s truth.”  This is the death of all reality.7  In other 

words, a lie is defined as a denial of God.  Language was most likely, according to Boenhoeffer, 

"designed to express the real".8   So a person can use words to spread either truths or lies 

 The differences between Boenhoeffer’s stance as a Christian and the secular approaches 

to lying are obvious. For the secular person, right and wrong are defined by human reason. For 

Christians, right and wrong are defined by God. 

 

How the author of this paper was, and is, affected by lying clergy  

 

 This author has been deeply affected by this issue. Lying pastors created many pitfalls 

into which this writer fell. These traps were usually in the form of false teachings. When one 

trusts his preacher to speak the truth, there is a tendency to believe what is said. The spiritual 

growth of this Christian was severely hampered by pastors who committed the sin of telling 

people what they wanted to hear. One result of this exposure to lying clergy was this writer's 

choice to remain absent from churches from 1982 through 1990. Interestingly, during this time 

the author spent great amounts of time in prayer and reading of the Scripture. How much did 

Satan rob the author and the local church during those years? 

 In 1990 this writer resumed his search for a godly church. He was extremely pleased to 

find one. As the next three years passed, a new assistant pastor was hired. The basic problem was 

that this man demonstrated a disregard for the spiritual health of the church.  He was a 

consummate politician, who showed little concern for people. Lying was part of his political 

game. The results were widespread frustration and anger among the congregation.  

                                                
 7 Ibid. 361. 
 8 Ibid. 358. 
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 In 1993 this author moved to Austin and since that time, he has encountered innumerable 

clergy who lie. Debates with cult members have shown the depths to which people can be driven 

when God’s truth is ignored. Certainly, not all pastors who lie end up as cult leaders. In fact, this 

author has dealt with a specific Southern Baptist preacher who was, and is, a habitual liar. 

Because the problem of lying pastors has so greatly affected this writer the issue was selected as 

the topic of this paper. 

 Turning from the general to the specific, this writer offers three details of how he has 

been affected by clergy who lie. First, this author has been faced with the challenge of helping 

people understand the truth about God. The lies spread by some clergy have resulted in 

acceptance of heresies. Even within churches, some members have deeply held, yet erroneous 

convictions about God. This has resulted in the need for this author to engage in “damage 

control” by helping correct the fallacies. 

 Second, pastors who lie tend to encourage people to avoid the real issues. One pastor in 

particular tells his church that hell is reserved for only a very few bad people.9 This writer spends 

time tying to explain to these misled sheep that going to heaven is not automatic. One must 

accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. Because of this pastor's lies, his congregation has generally 

adopted the idea that they themselves decide what is right and wrong.  They have abandoned 

God’s standard of truth. 

 The third detail is that this writer is often considered to be “guilty by association.”  Non-

Christian friends and relatives adopt the view that all clergy are dishonest. They get to this view 

as a result of reading and hearing media reports of clergy misconduct. They then assume that all 

clergy are liars. While one may argue that these Non-Christians should not apply the sins of a 

few clergy to all clergy, this argument would likely produce little positive results. The bottom 
                                                
 9 Pastor David Stout, Church of Christ, personal interview by the author,  July 2002. 
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line is this writer is insulted, and often deemed untrustworthy, because of the examples set by 

other pastors. The stereotype of the shady, lying clergyman affects the way in which all clergy 

are viewed by the general public. It is for this reason, and the other two reasons mentioned 

above, that the issue of pastors who lie must be continually addressed by Christians. 

 

THE RELEVANCE OF THE ISSUE 

 The issue of lying clergy is important to the entire human population. Lies told by clergy 

distort the truth of God. There is a necessity for ethical absolutes. If God is truly a universal God, 

morality, including lying, cannot be held captive to the whims of human thinking. Relativism, 

Emotivism, Ethical Egoism and Utilitarianism must therefore all be invalid approaches to 

Ethics.10 The Christian either has hope in a Creator God or he doe not. If he does, then the 

Creator God must be accepted as the source of truth. 

 

The Extent of the Problem 

 How widespread is lying among pastors? There is no direct data regarding this issue. 

Attempts to gather direct data face several challenges. How is the gatherer to discern between 

factual and artificial data? Since the different approaches to Ethics hold different views of right 

and wrong, how can a researcher know if people’s responses are reliable? One person’s “lie” 

may be another person’s “truth”. If queried as to whether or not a current, or previous, pastor was 

a liar, some congregants may respond honestly. However, the variety and subjectivity of the 

responses could render the responses useless for consideration as empirical data.  

                                                
 10 Erwin Lutzer, The Necessity of Ethical Absolutes (Grand RapidsError! Main Document Only., MI: 
Zondervan, 1981), 68. 
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 Asking questions directly of pastors would not be an acceptable method for obtaining 

reliable data. The data would be skewed according to whether the majority of pastors polled were 

honest or dishonest. This is because unrepentant liars are unlikely to provide factual data.  

However, there are three major manifestations of lies told by ministers. These manifestations are 

the prevalence of heresies, misunderstandings of biblical passages, and the length of time pastors 

serve in the same church.  The information presented in the following three sections of this paper 

is not limited to a specific denomination. Lying is a spiritual problem which affects all types of 

ministers. 

The Prevalence of Heresies 

 

 There have been many books written about heresies. The Bible addresses the topic of 

heresies in Gal. 1:8  "But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than 

the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!" For purposes of this paper a 

heresy is defined as "a lie masquerading as biblical truth". Heresies arise in churches when 

ministers preach untruth. Therefore, data regarding the existence of heresies may serve as a 

rough indication of the extent of the problem of pastors who lie.   

 This chart shows the approximate numbers of people who allegedly belong to the major 

heretical religions. These religions all claim to be Christian, but do no hold to high view of 

inspiration of the biblical text. Each of these religions uses the name "Christian to describe their 

adherents, but each teaches a different gospel than the gospel presented in the Bible. 
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Religion 

1990 Estimated Adult 
Population Worldwide 

2001 Estimated Adult 
Population Worldwide 

 
Unitarian/Universalist 

 
502,000 

 

 
629,000 

 
Bahai 

 
84,000 

 

 
120,000 

 
Mormon 

 

 
20,000,000 

 
25,000,000 

 
Jehovah's Witness 

 

 
Data not reported 

 
4,000,000 

 Sources: Adherents.com.  http://www.adherents.com/rel_USA.html#religions 
                           and http://www.jwic.com/stat.html. 

 The most obvious conclusion to be drawn from this data is that, as of 2001, an estimated 

thirty million people, who claimed to be Christian, were being misled by their pastors. The 

problem of lying clergy is widespread. This brief consideration of the data concerned pastors 

who lie on purpose and mask the truth of Christianity. But what about those clergy who are 

genuine Christians, and lie anyway? They fall under the heading of "misunderstanding of the 

Christian faith".  

 

Misunderstandings of the Christian Faith 

 Many people are led into heresy by alleged “Christian” ministers. But sometimes pastors 

who are genuine Christians mislead their flocks. While the reasons for this tendency cannot be 

proven, some reasonable assumptions can be made.  

 First, pastors are usually at the mercy of their congregation. If the pastors hit people with 

God’s truth too hard and too fast, there can be negative results. So the pastor has an inherent 
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need to please both God and the congregation. This can lead a preacher to not include the more 

difficult biblical teachings in their sermons. Of course leaving out the tough bits can result in the 

congregation developing a warped view of the Christian religion. 

 There is a second type of Christian pastor who misleads their flock. This sort of person 

adapts their sermons to fit the social and cultural values of their society. The problem is that the 

biblical God never adapted Himself to human cultural norms. So when pastors contextualize 

God’s message inaccurately, they are in effect teaching their church that the Bible does not 

contain an absolute standard of truth.  

 Having briefly considered the two main types of Christian pastors who mislead their 

congregations, a review of some relevant data will be helpful. The chart below shows the results 

of a 2002 Barna poll.11 The respondents identified themselves as Christians. The data 

summarizes the responses of those polled. 

 

Moral 
Truth…. 

All 
respondents 

Ages 
18-35 

Ages 
36-55 

Ages  
56+ 

Born 
Again 

 
Is 

Unchanging 
 

 
22 % 

 

 
14% 

 
33% 

 
24% 

 
32% 

 
Depends on 

the 
situation 

 

 
64% 

 
75% 

 
55% 

 
61% 

 
54% 

 
Do not 
know 

 

 
14% 

 

 
11% 

 
12% 

 
15% 

 
14% 

  Source: Barna Research Group. "Americans Are Most Likely to Base Truth on  
                          Feelings", 2002. 
                                                
 11 George Barna, "Americans Are Most Likely to Base Truth on Feelings, " http://www.barna.org/cgi-
bin/PagePressRelease.asp?PressReleaseID=106&Reference=B, 2002. 
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 This data indicates that an estimated 54 percent of self-defined Christians believe that 

moral truth is relative. This does not necessarily mean that 54 percent of Christians are being lied 

to by their pastors. It is dangerous to assume a direct connection between poll results and the fact 

that some pastors lie. These poll results represent misunderstandings of the Christian faith among 

Christians. At best, these poll results provide evidence of the fact that some pastors are 

misleading their congregations. The data simply serves as an indicator that lies told by clergy do 

have an effect of the beliefs of Christians. It must be noted, however, that not every 

misunderstanding of the faith is the result of a lie. Sometimes the pastor tells the truth but the 

congregation does not hear.  

 An interesting take on this data is the following quote from George Barna  

“Substantial numbers of Christians believe that activities such as abortion, gay 

sex, sexual fantasies, cohabitation, drunkenness and viewing pornography are 

morally acceptable. Without some firm and compelling basis for suggesting 

that such acts are inappropriate, people are left with philosophies such as 'if it 

feels good, do it,' 'everyone else is doing it' or 'as long as it doesn't hurt 

anyone else, it's permissible.' In fact, the alarmingly fast decline of moral 

foundations among our nation has culminated in a one-word worldview: 

'whatever.' The result is a mentality that esteems pluralism, relativism, 

tolerance, and diversity without critical reflection of the implications of 

particular views and actions."12 

  In summary, data regarding clergy who lie is difficult to obtain. Two areas in which the 

results of lies can be measured are the prevalence of heresies and misunderstandings of the 
                                                
 12 Ibid. 
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Christian faith. The prevalence of heretical, self-proclaimed "Christian" religions shows that 

approximately thirty million people were involved in heretical sects in 2001. Data from the 2002 

Barna poll indicate 54 percent of Christians believe truth is relative.  

 There is a third means of obtaining data regarding the manifestations of clergy 

misconduct. Personal interviews with members of the clergy, and with members of church 

congregations can provide first hand data regarding the problem of pastors who lie. 

Personal Interviews 

 During the research phase of this paper, the author contacted five individuals. These men 

and women are all full-time clergy. Each was polled concerning the prevalence of pastoral lying. 

The specific data gathered was the estimated number of times they had seen problems occur as a 

result of lies told by ministers. The data they provided by is summarized below. 

 
Scott 

Callaham, 
Chaplain 

U.S. Navy 

Robert 
Welch, 

Professor of 
NT Greek 
SWBTS 

Austin 
Baptist 

Association 
(Randy 

Newberry) 

Baptist 
General 

Convention 
of Texas 

(Jan 
Daenart) 

Lewis 
Carneal, 
Adjunct 
Faculty 

 
The problem 

is 
widespread. 

 
This problem 

is 
encountered 
almost daily. 

 
14,000 

churches 
in the USA 

reported 
serious 

conflict in 
2001 

 
1, 253 

Pastors fired 
"for cause" 
1996-2002 
in Texas 

 

 
 

 

 The interviews indicated that the issue is common. The next question to be asked is(,) 

'What are the effects of pastoral lying on the non-clergy?' 
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Results of Lying 

  Most of the information in this section was obtained during personal interviews with 

Christians and Non-Christians. The sample size was small enough that it may not be statistically 

significant. Interviewees were polled regarding their personal experiences with pastors who lied 

to them. Each had been lied to by ministers on a variety of occasions. The results are shown 

below. 

 

 

 

 

  Source: unscientific poll by the author 

 Current perceptions of the Christian interviewees are mostly positive. They perceive 

obeying God, and adherence to Christianity, as the best way to live. Though wounded, these 

sheep know their master’s voice. They bear their scars and are cautions of unfamiliar ministers. 

 Current perceptions of the Non-Christian are mostly negative. They cannot be blamed for 

adopting a negative view of clergy, and by implication, of any Christian. They went into God’s 

church and were lied to by God’s representative. This serves to illustrate the greatest danger of 

clergy who lie. Unbelievers are turned off by the treatment they receive. How much harder it is 

to reach the lost after they have been lied to by a minister! 

 In summary, when pastors lie the consequences can be devastating. People are damaged.  

The Christian can grow closer to God, but sometimes grow wary of being in a church. The  

Non-Christian can become so disillusioned that they reject all involvement with Christians.  

These consequences should not be ignored. In fact, honest pastors can help heal the wounded. 

Category of 
person 

Number of 
people 

interviewed 

Damaged as a 
result of the 

lies? 

Disillusioned 
as a result of 

the lies? 
Non-Christians 3 3 3 

Christians 9 9 1  
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Genuine Christian ministers should avail themselves of the power of the Holy Spirit in seeking to 

help the wounded. Pastors who tell the truth bring people into God's light. Pastors who lie are a 

problem because they lead people away from God's light. 

 Now that the extent of the problem, and some strategies for measuring its manifestations, 

have been discussed, it is helpful to examine the biblical perspective on the issue.  

 

THE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON MINISTERS WHO LIE 

 The Ninth Commandment appears in the Hebrew Old Testament in the following form.13 

 

 

 

 The combination of the αλ, which means "not" and the verb ην[τ ("you will bear") 

forms a general prohibition.14 In the Hebrew language, a general prohibition is a permanent, 

negative command.15 

 The commandment is a permanent prohibition.  Therefore an accurate and reasonable 

translation would be “Never lie against your neighbor."  The NASB renders the commandment 

                                                
 13 K. Elliger Error! Main Document Only.and W. Rudolph, Error! Main Document Only.eds. Biblia 
Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Regensburg, Error! Main Document Only.Germany: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1977), 
119. 
   
 14 F. Brown, S. Driver and C. Briggs. The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon 
(PeabodyError! Main Document Only., MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2000) 518, 669.  
  
 15 Allen P. Ross, Introducing Biblical Hebrew (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2001). 149-156. 
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as “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”  KJV states(,) “Thou shalt not bear 

false witness against thy neighbor.”  The biblical command from God is that people should not 

bear false witness. Stated another way, the command tells readers that lying is unacceptable.  

But, since Jesus was the only person who was perfect, it can be safely assumed that many, if not 

all, humans have lied at some point in their lives. Examination of the biblical view of lying can 

be aided by a review of the passages pertaining to people who lied. 

 

Examples of Some Biblical Characters Who Lied 

 Abram went to Egypt with his wife Sarai and family. As they neared Egypt, Abram told 

Sarai to lie and say she was his sister (Gen. 12:11 – 20). The result was that Pharaoh and his 

house hold were afflicted with players sent by God even though Abram later became a great man 

of God. This incident from earlier in his life demonstrates that even great heroes can make 

mistakes. 

 Amos addressed the lies of Amaziah, the high priest of Israel in Amos 7:10 – 17.  

Amaziah had sent word to King Jereboam of something Amos allegedly said. The truth was that 

Amos had said no such thing. God’s judgment on Amaziah, given though Amos’ prophecy, was 

severe. The passage clearly conveys the certainty with which God punishes false shepherds.  

Amaziah’s sons and daughters would be killed. His wife would become a harlot. Amaziah 

himself would die in an unclean land.  It must be noted that this prophecy came after years of 

Amaziah’s lying to Israel about the word of the Lord. His lie about Amos was only the final nail 

in his coffin. 

 Jeremiah reported on God’s prophecy of judgment against the nation of Judah. Judah’s 

sins included the worship of false gods (Jer.16:20) and perversion of the truth (Jer.16:12). The 
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people of Judah followed the “imagination” of “their evil hearts so that they would not listen” to 

God (Jer.16:12). This example illustrates how an entire nation can buy into the concept of 

abandoning God as the sole determiner of truth. Lies lead to darkness, but truth leads to light.  

Judah chose darkness. Her priests led the way into the dark. 

 Chapter 34 of Ezekiel contains a detailed account of the problems Israel’s priests were 

creating for their people. In Ezek.34:1–10, God brings his charges against the false shepherds.  

Instead of honoring their Lord, these men used their positions for personal gain. They traded the 

truth of God for the deceptiveness of material wealth.  

 These are just a few of the many examples of biblical characters who lied. Some, like 

Abraham, changed their ways and became great servants of God. Others, like Amaziah, refused 

to change and received the wrath of God. The point is that even though all humans possess an 

innate tendency to sin, redemption is available for all who will repent. No person, or pastor, is 

forced to lie. This means that pastors who continue to lie, rather than repent, are not giving 

proper consideration to the biblical examples. 

 

The Biblical Perspective – General Comments 

 Both the Old and New Testaments contain passages which describe God’s view of clergy 

who lie. The problem of lying, and the resultant judgments, are described in specific terms. Most 

of these passages refer to false shepherds in general rather than to specific people. The message 

is clear, God expects his ministers to be people of integrity and truth. Those who use their 

positions for personal gain will receive His prescribed punishments.  

 Clearly, one of the major rules of life in God’s kingdom is that one is exhorted to be 

truthful. An extra responsibility is placed on ministers. Because they have been entrusted with 
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being spiritual leaders, God measures their behavior differently. James 3:1 (NIV) reads(,) “Not 

man of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach 

will be judged more strictly.”  The following examples serve to highlight the biblical perspective 

of pastors who lie. 

 Second Peter 2:1–22 tells of the characteristics and fate of false teachers.  The text 

describes these people who “bring in damnable heresies” (2:1). Other adjectives used to describe 

these people include “presumptuous"and "corrupt" (v10); “like natural brute beasts made to be 

taken and destroyed” (v12); “spots and blemishes” (v13) and “the servants of corruption” (v19).  

Their fate is described in specific terms. They will “utterly perish in their own corruption” (v12).  

This passage closes with the thought that false teachers would be better off “never having known 

the way of righteousness than, after having know it to turn from the hold commandment 

delivered to them” (v21–22). 

 Philippians 3:2 warns Christians to beware of those who teach false doctrine.  This verse 

refers specifically to the Judaizers who are called “dogs and evil workers”.  Galatians 2:4 tells 

readers to be on guard against “false brethren” who infiltrate the churches in order to bring 

people “into bondage” to sin.   

 Matthew 7:1 –29 contains Jesus’ teaching regarding the kinds of fruits, or results, people 

produce. The difference between true followers of God and false ones is clearly delineated in 

verses 15 and 21. False prophets (v15) are “ravening wolves” who harm God’s sheep.  Just 

because someone says right-sounding words does not mean they are truly God’s servant (v21).  

Matthew 24:11 says that during the end times there will be many false prophets. The promise is 

that the problem of lying clergy is not going to go away in this age. Therefore Christians must 

deal with the problem.  
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 Luke 6:28 is part of Jesus’ teaching regarding the characteristics of true disciples. The 

text reminds readers that the ancient Israelites spoke well of false prophets. One implication of 

this verse is that modern Christians cannot necessarily expect others to speak out against false 

pastors.   

 Perhaps the most telling description of false clergy is presented in Isaiah 56:9 – 12. This 

passage directly addresses the professional prophets of a modern day corollary to these prophets 

is the full time clergy. Isaiah writes that these false prophets were “greedy dogs which can never 

have enough.” They are “blind”, “ignorant”, “lazy” shepherds who “cannot understand.”  

Today’s pastors have a different message (the gospel of Jesus) than these Old Testament 

folks. However, the false Old Testament prophets and today’s false clergy all share a common 

trait. They lie to God’s sheep, and in doing so, prevent people from receiving the full benefits of 

learning God’s word. The biblical perspective on clergy who lie is clear and direct. Lying is a 

sin. Biblical passages which describe God’s punishment of unrepentant liars include Hosea 8:1 

through 10:15 and Zechariah 13:3. Proverbs 19:5-9 promises that God will punish liars. Those 

who are entrusted with being pastors are not exempt from this fact. Rather, ministers are held 

accountable for holding a higher standard of behavior (James 3:1).  

 The great hope of all mankind is the redemption of those who are willing to repent of 

their sins and turn to God. The Bible points out the dangers of being an unrepentant liar. The 

bible also offers each person a way out. If one accepts Christ as their Lord and Savior, then 

behavioral change is theirs for the making. The point is that no Christian need be in bondage to 

the sin of lying. This includes pastors.  
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The Application for Pastors 

 How many pastors apply the biblical perspective?  First, they can ask themselves the  

Six Integrity Questions.16 They can also remind themselves that they are entrusted with the care 

of God’s flock. They must never forget that, as Christians, they are bound to God and He is 

bound to them. There are some concepts which will help clergy remain true to God. These 

include Joe Trull’s approach to Old Testament, and the 7 Characteristics of Jesus’ Ethics.17  The 

book Ethics & Belief contains an excellent discussion of how one may translate the desire to be 

moral into actual application.18 This, along with Gustafson’s treatment of moral discernment, can 

be of great assistance to pastors.19 By using these types of resources, in conjunction with the 

Bible, one can develop a comprehensive understanding of the biblical perspective on lying 

pastors along with a solid comprehension of valid and useful approaches for achieving moral 

behavior in one’s own life. 

 Erwin Lutzer has written an outstanding book on the necessity of ethical absolutes.20 

Chapter 8 deals with a reexamination of traditional ethics. This is a particularly valuable resource 

for Christians. The chapter helps clarify the application of biblical morality to modern life.   

 

 

 

                                                
 16 Ann Farley-Parker, "Integrity Questions" (Course notes for CNETH 4313, Spring 2003). 
 
 17 Joe E. Trull, Walking in the Way: An Introduction to Christian Ethics (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 
1997), 56-73. 
 
 18 Peter Baelz, Ethics and Belief (New York: Seabury Press, 1977), 59. 
 
 19 James Gustafson, Theology and Christian Ethics (Philadelphia: United Church Press, 1974), 99-100. 
 
 20 Erwin Lutzer, The Necessity of Ethical Absolutes (Grand RapidsError! Main Document Only., MI: 
Zondervan, 1981), 79-94. 
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE 

 The first section of this paper represented the reasons for the choice of topic. The fact is 

that some ministers lie to their congregations. When this occurs, people are damaged. The effects 

may include disillusionment and discouragement of Christians. In addition, Non-Christians may 

be led to reject Christianity outright.   

 The second section provided evidence regarding the societal relevance of the issue.  

Clergy who lie can be found in all denominations of Christian churches. While direct data is 

somewhat unreliable (after all, what liar would respond truthfully to questions regarding their 

lies?) the effects of lies can be measured. The data presented shows the problem is widespread.   

 The third section of this paper presented the biblical perspective on pastors who lie.  

Examples of specific biblical characters were examined. The discussion was then expanded to 

include biblical examples of lying ministers, as a group.  The characteristics and punishments of 

false shepherds were noted, along with the relevant bible verses. The major point of the biblical 

perspective is that lying is a sin. Analysis of the Hebrew demonstrated that God’s followers are 

commanded to not lie. Having written of the effects of lying clergy on himself and his friends, 

and the effects on society, this author will now present his own position regarding the issue. 

 

This Author’s View 

 In light of the biblical perspective on lying, this author believes that lying is always 

wrong. While humans can, and often do pursue different approaches to Ethics, there can be no 

reliable system of Ethics unless some absolutes are established. The Bible provides God’s ethical 

absolutes and moral imperatives. People may either accept or reject God’s precepts.     
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 The question of ethical absolutes is critical for all Christians, but even more so for clergy.  

Pastors are in a position where tremendous harm is generated if they lie. Pastors who lie should 

be repentant and honest about their sin. Unrepentant pastors should be removed from ministry. 

 

This Author’s Plan 

 The plan for this writer, centers on building proper habits. These habits are of tremendous 

assistance in maintaining honesty as a character trait. The habits, and their effects, are listed in 

the table below.  

Habit Effect 

Daily quiet time Become more attuned to hearing God’s 
voice 

Daily confession of sins to God Keeps heart from becoming calloused 

Prayers for the congregation Reminds the author that there is no 
reason to lie 

Read and memorize Scripture  God’s truth becomes embedded in the 
mind 

Spending time with other seminary 
students 

Generates synergy of purpose and 
clarity of thought regarding caring for 
the sheep and for the goats 

 

 These habits have served this author well and he will continue to practice them. The 

method of measuring the effects of these habits is simple. This writer meets with accountability 

partners weekly. These meetings lay bare any areas of actual, or potential, sin. Repentance of 

sins, and restoration, are readily offered and given. 
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CONCLUSION 

By perceiving who causes this author to speak, and what entitles him to speak, this author is 

always reminded of God. It is God who enables speech. It is God who entitles humans to speak. 

This author seeks to use God’s gift of speech to proclaim God’s truth. 
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